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Saint Louis Gate District East Association News

From the association President
Dan Iadevito
Greetings,
I hope this message finds you and your family in the midst of a nice
holiday season, making new memories, and most importantly, staying
safe and healthy! As we wrap up another year and take stock of our
successes over challenges, I hope that one thing that comes to mind is
appreciation for living in the Gate District East Neighborhood. As my
partner, Jason, and I have been out in the neighborhood walking, almost
daily, we find new reasons to appreciate our community. New neighbors
that we haven’t met before to wave to, new homes being constructed
which will bring new families, homes decorated for the holidays, and
many more. Thank you for contributing to what makes this
neighborhood great – the people!
We held our annual board elections in October. Congrats to Jessica Trout
who was elected to the Vice-President position, Jennifer Ohs who was
elected to the Secretary position, and Michael Hebron who was elected
to the St. Vincent Park Representative I position. Thank you for your
commitment to the neighborhood. I’d like to thank Michael Hebron for
his work as Vice-President, especially as he filled in while absent as
President. And special thanks to Theresa Hebron who has served as
Association Secretary for many years and has contributed to the GDEA
tirelessly. Your spirit of volunteerism and teamwork is unparalleled.
As we continue to hold our Association meetings via Zoom for the
foreseeable future, please reach out to me if you need help accessing
the meetings. We want to ensure that all those who have an interest in
attending are able to do so. Also, please note that the January meeting
will be held on Thursday, January 14th, from 7-8:30pm and via Zoom. You
can find the link at www.gatedistricteast.org. An events page for 2021
has also been created and you can find the calendar here:
https://www.gatedistricteast.org/2021-event-schedule.html.
We will update it as new events are created.
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Thank you to the neighbors who participated in the first “Chalk the
Night” event in place of National Night Out. It was fun to see your
sidewalk chalk creations while out in the neighborhood. Because of the
dry weather, we were able to enjoy them for many days! And special
thanks to the Eads Park Committee who organized the #GateHaunt
Halloween decoration contest. There were some very creative and
spooky decorations throughout the Gate. Thanks to all who decorated
and took part in the festivities and congrats to the winners!
Thank you to all those who have paid their 2020 assessments. If you
haven’t done so, please send in your checks as soon as possible. As a
reminder, payments should be mailed to: Grier Group, 1400 Elbridge
Payne, Suite 210, Chesterfield, MO 63017. We plan to be back on track
in 2021 and have assessments out in the spring.
As we enter into a new year with new possibilities, my wish for you
and your family is for good health and to find new ways to experience
joy. We will get through this challenging situation together having
learned new things about the world, ourselves, our abilities, and a
renewed strength to get through any challenging situation that comes
our way. Happy New Year to you and your family!
Finally, it is with a heavy heart that I share the news of Henry Gray, Jr’s
passing on December 3, 2020. Henry was of service to the Association
for many years, including 6 years as Association President. Anyone that
met Henry immediately noticed his big, genuine smile and his love for
life. To his family, April, Amber, Akyra, and Alec, the thoughts and
prayers of the entire Gate District East neighborhood are with you
during this difficult time. We are grateful to Henry for his service and
friendship and he will be deeply missed. We will share more about
Henry’s life and legacy in our Spring Gazette.
I hope you stay safe and well!

IMPORTANT DATES

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!

2021Association Meetings
• Thursday, January 14
• Wednesday, April 21
• Wednesday, July 21
• Wednesday, October 20

7:00 – 8:30 pm

National Night Out
• Tentatively planned for
October 5th

Next Gate District East
Association (GDEA) Meeting
Thursday, January 14, 2021

This meeting will be held virtually via Zoom.
Find the registration link at
www.gatedistricteast.org on the main page
* If you are unable to register because of not
having a computer, please call (314) 313-0842 to
receive instructions to join by phone. Please call at
least 24 hours in advance.
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How to Eliminate
Package Thefts

From the association vice-president
Jessica Trout
Hello neighbors!
I know you have seen my name in the newsletter before but if you don’t live
in Eads Park, you probably didn’t pay much attention! I’m Jessica Trout, your
new GDEA Vice President. Before jumping into business for folks who don’t
know me, I work full time at SLU in the Center for Service and Community
Engagement (fitting I’m engaged here!) and have my degree in Social Work
doing macro focused work. I am originally from just over the river in IL but
fell in love with Saint Louis during my undergrad at SLU. After graduating I
bopped around the world a bit landing in the Federated States of Micronesia
(Oceania), New York City, and also spend time in El Salvador and
Nicaragua. Saint Louis called me back though to settled down and plant
roots, which led me here, to the Gate District! I couldn’t be happier! Now
you’ll see me strolling with my overly energetic brown pit mix, Tiko.
I am incredibly honored to serve in this position and excited about what the
next two years will bring for our neighborhood! Dan and I already hit the
ground running with a meeting about how I can best serve the neighborhood
in this role and discussed continued work on assessments, and discussion of
forming committees (slowly and intentionally). If you have any interest,
questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to reach out!

Please use some of the following
options to ensure your packages
are safe!! Don't be a VICTIM!
1. Have packages delivered to your job
2. Schedule deliveries for times you will be home
3. Buddy up with a neighbor to receive your
packages
4. Require a signature
5. Have packages delivered to your Post Office
6. Lockboxes
7. Package guard
8. Doorman
9. P.O. Boxes at Post Office
Respectfully,
Officer Sherdon Douglas, 7114/303

What do I do with my Christmas tree after the holidays?
City residents can take the bare Christmas tree to one of three

Drop off Christmas trees at any one of

off beginning December 26 through January 12. No fees apply.
• Remove ornaments, tinsel, lights and tree stand.
• Do not discard tree in a trash bag, plastic tarp or cover it.
• Wreaths and pine roping are not accepted at the sites.
• Do not place Christmas trees in alley dumpsters or recycling

• Forest Park, Lower Muny Opera parking lot

city parks to be recycled. Christmas trees can be dropped

containers.

From the association treasurer
Rhonda Kohlman
Seasons Greetings and Happy New Year to the Gate District East
residents!
As we enter 2021, let us continue to stay safe while remembering
to wear our masks and practice social distancing. If you do not want
to for yourself, please do it for others.
Let us not forget that the economy is incredibly challenging for our
small businesses, so let us try to support a business in our
neighborhood as frequently as possible. Let’s keep the revenue
flowing in the community.
Revenue is needed to continue the necessary maintenance and
upkeep of the businesses as well as the neighborhood. Which leads
me to the topic of assessments. After securing the services of The
Grier Group, the Gate District East assessments were mailed in
September. Although they were distributed later than normal, we
are asking that all residents please send in your assessment fees.
These fees are designed to support the operations of our
community. To date, less than 20% of the assessment fees have
been paid. We, the Board are asking for your commitment to build
a better community. This begins with a little time and a small fee.
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these three park locations:

• O'Fallon Park, West Florissant and
Holly, picnic grounds #4

• Carondelet Park, Grand and Holly Hills, area
between gate and recycling containers

For those of you who have already made the commitment, “Thank
You”.
Over the past several years, we have been operating in a deficit
spending budget by continuing our landscaping services and
sponsoring our Neighborhood Night Out events. This year due to
COVID-19, our Neighborhood Night Out was altered, but was still
well received. The two events that were held was the “Chalk the
Night Out” and “Gate District Halloween Quest”.
Now for a look into the GDEA finances, our accounts are as follows:
•
Checking Account # 1: $312.76
•
Checking Account # 2: $14,792.52
•
Savings Account: $1,505.17
•
Money Market: $36,975.25
•
CD: $6,858.51
Total Balance = $60,444.21
**Checking Account #2 is the Operating Account for The Grier Group, which
was opened with $4,000 and deposits have been made for $10,792.52.

I would like to thank all the residents in the Gate District for their
contributions. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact
me. I look forward to seeing you at the next quarterly neighborhood
meeting. Let’s get involved and Stay Safe Out There!
Always Neighborly,
Rhonda Kohlman, GDEA Treasurer
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From Hodgen Tech Academy
Principal, Julia Kaiser
Dear Gate District East Members,
Hodgen Tech Academy scholars and staff were welcomed to the 20202021 school year 100% virtual teaching and learning. On October 19th
we offered families in PreK-6 the option to learn in-person or remain
virtual. We have 60% of our scholars in-person and 40% participating in
virtual learning. We have made several modifications to our systems.
Some of you may have noticed our new arrival procedure where buses
drop-off scholars at the corner of our parking lot on California. This
allows parents to safely drop-off their children in front of the school.
Even though our delivery of teaching and learning has changed, our
passion has not. I am incredibly proud of our Hodgen staff who have
taught scholars COVID-19 protocols to ensure we sustain a safe learning
environment.

Winter 2020

Please enjoy a sampling of pictures
that your neighbors created during
our “Chalk the Night” activity (held
in place of National Night out)!
(These pictures and more are available in color on our Facebook page)
Photo credits: Jessica Trout, Dan Iadevito, Michael Walker

The staff of Hodgen Tech Academy recognizes how valuable partnerships
are to the success of the school and community. We are so blessed to be
a part of this beautiful community where neighbors have reached out to
offer support. Thank you being an integral member of our Hodgen
family.
Julia Kaiser, Ed. S.
Principal, Hodgen Tech Academy
1616 California Avenue, (314) 771-2539
Julia.Kaiser@slps.org

Barr Branch Library Update
Branch Manager, Tonnya Joy
Happy Winter, Gate District East residents!
Are you looking for #ownvoices stories or #diversereads? The St. Louis
Public Library has you covered with our Diverse and Inclusive Resources
page available at https://www.slpl.org/inclusiveresources/. There you will
find staff curated book lists on a variety of diversity, equity, and inclusion
topics, along with links to We Stories Kits, the Julia Davis African American
Collection, and community resources.
St. Louis Public Library is now offering Curbside Pickup Service at 12
locations! All items can be checked out and picked up using our Curbside
Pickup Services. Simply place items on hold using slpl.org or the SLPL
mobile app. Select one of the 12 participating Curbside Pickup Service
locations as your desired pickup Library. Once you are notified via email
that your hold is ready, simply call 314-241-2288 to schedule a pickup time.
Items must be picked up the same day service is requested.
Need to renew your Library card? You can now renew your card online! To
renew by email, send a photo or PDF of your identification to
customerservice@slpl.org. Cards for children under 18 can also be
renewed by email. Identification of the parent/guardian on the child’s
account is required. For questions concerning eligibility and borrowing
privileges please call 314-241-2288.
For more information on Library hours and services, visit slpl.org.
On behalf of the St. Louis Public Library, Barr Library staff wish you and your
family a safe and happy holiday season!
Tonnya Joy, Branch Manager
1701 South Jefferson, (314) 771-7040
tjoy@slpl.org
THE GATE GAZETTE
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Gate District East Association General Zoom Meeting Minutes
October 21, 2020
Association Secretary, Theresa Hebron
Opening Business: Dan Iadevito thanked neighbors
for attending the meeting and for their positive
response and payment of the 2020 assessment fees.
Dan thanked the outgoing Secretary Theresa Hebron
for her twelve-year service as board secretary.
GDEA Board Election: Under Covenant Bylaws the
GDEA conducts elections every two years. Neighbors
vote for the positions of president and treasurer in
odd years and for the vice president and secretary in
even years. In order to vote neighbors must be in
good standing (having paid the 2020 assessment fee)
and they can vote for the candidates of their choice
for each position. If there are multiple lot owners
residing in the same house only one person can vote
for that household. The current board members have
the deciding vote as to which candidate is elected to
serve in each position. There were three candidates
on the nominating slate presented to the neighbors
for the positions of vice president and secretary.
Michael Hebron and Jessica Trout were running for
vice president and Jennifer Ohs was running for
secretary. Michael Hebron withdrew his candidacy
for vice president before the vote was taken, leaving
Jessica Trout as the remaining candidate. Dan opened
the floor for other candidate submissions, but no one
responded. Dan told the neighbors, as the meeting
and election is being conducted via Zoom, that he
would be sending out email instructions on how to
cast and submit their votes.
Jessica Trout is a resident of the GDE since 2016. She
decided to get involved after talking with Michael
Thornton, alternate rep for Eads Park. Jessica
currently serves as primary rep for Eads Park and was
the creative organizer of the “Kids Corner” for the
2019 Neighborhood Night Out celebration. She is
also a member of the Eads Park Committee which
plans neighborhood activities for the children. Jessica
said that she solicits input from her neighbors while
walking her dog.
Jennifer Ohs relocated from Pennsylvania to Saint
Louis, MO in 2007. She likes the diversity of the
neighborhood, its central location, easy access to Barr
Library and her neighbors. Jennifer is also a member
of the Eads Park Committee. She would like to use
her professional expertise and academic degrees in
Communications to better the GDE neighborhood.
Dan also thanked Michael Hebron for his work as vice
president.
Assessments Update and Miscellaneous: Dan
reported that he is addressing neighbors’ questions
regarding the 2020 fee assessments.
Neighbors
should mail assessment payments to the Chesterfield
address for the Grier Group. He encouraged
neighbors to participate in the “Chalk the Night”
activity in lieu of the National Night Out celebration
that was cancelled due to the pandemic.
Neighborhood general meetings in 2021 will continue
to be held quarterly, the third Wednesday of the
month, via Zoom until the meetings can be safely held
in person. Beloved Community United Methodist
Church is hosting a free COVID-19 testing on
Saturday, November 7, 2020. See flier information
contained in the October 20, 2020 GDEA email. Dan
encouraged neighbors to report nuisance Airbnb
activities to the police. No specific political activities
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or discussions will be allowed/conducted at the GDEA
neighborhood meetings.
Guest Speaker: Comptroller Darlene Green
Comptroller Green explained that she serves as the
Chief Financial Officer for Saint Louis City and is one
of three elected city-wide officials. She serves on the
Board of Estimate and Apportionment with Mayor
Lyda Krewson and Board of Aldermen President
Lewis Reed. Comptroller Green is responsible for
planning and operating the budget for Saint Louis
City, she is the citizens’ independent financial
‘watchdog’ and conducts all internal audits. Her
handling of the budget has resulted in savings of 100million dollars during her twenty-five-year tenure.
She has also recovered contractual monies by
correcting airport contracts. The City’s operating
expenses total $1.1 billion with a drop of $31-million
in revenue collected between January 1, 2020 to
September 30, 2020. This loss was offset by open
staffing positions and reduction in expenditures. The
privatization of Lambert Airport was finally
suspended, after three attempts. The rehab work
being done on the Convention Center will allow it to
compete with similar structures after 2021. Saint
Louis City and Saint Louis County are both putting in
1.5 million toward the center’s rehabilitation. The
City Workhouse is still on schedule to be closed by
December 31, 2020. Due to the rise in violent crime
the “Cure Violence” pilot program is now operating
in three neighborhoods: two in North City and one in
South City. The City is now partnering with Crime
Stoppers to increase payments to persons witnessing
a crime to encourage them to say something. Green
provided federal funds from the Cares Act to
establish absentee in-person voting at Central
Library, Buder Library, Julia Davis Library and Schlafly
Library operating from Monday, October 12, through
Monday, November 2. Saint Louis City will be holding
elections in March and April of 2021. Neighbors can
contact Comptroller Green for assistance on her
direct office telephone at (314) 622-4389.
Treasurer’s Report: Rhonda Kohlman reported that
the GDEA had a Money Market balance of
$36,965.34, a Small Business Checking balance of
$3,212.76, a Small Business Savings balance of
$1,505.00 and a Business 12-Month CD balance of
$6,858.51, for a total balance in all accounts of
$48,541.61.
Police Report and Crime Statistics: Officer Sergeant
Sherdon Douglas (Third District Community Outreach
Officer) was unable to attend the meeting and did not
submit a report.
Aldermen Reports:
Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia (6th Ward) reported
that the Board of Aldermen (BOA) held a
development meeting in August 2020. There are
currently no controversial issues before the Board.
Tenesha Bady thanked Alderwoman Ingrassia for
having the ally paved behind the Southside Wellness
Center. Alderwoman Ingrassia thanked Tenesha for
expanding the hours of operation at her nursery for
children of essential workers.
Ingrassia said that while the City Workhouse is
scheduled to be closed this year, the stakeholders
must remain engaged. Any communications emailed

to Mayor Krewson, Board President Lewis Reed or
Comptroller Darlene Green about the City
Workhouse should include Ingrassia as “cc” on the
emails. She asked the neighbor interested in having
the LRA lot adjacent to Eads Park being developed as
part of the park to contact her about the matter.
Neighbor Brenda Bradford complained about the
nuisance Airbnb properties that are appearing all
over Saint Louis City. Ingrassia said that she and
Alderwoman Navarro have introduced two pieces of
Airbnb legislation before the BOA within the past
eight months, but that Mayor Krewson is still not
entirely in agreement with the legislation. Ms.
Bradford said that she is willing to work with Ingrassia
on this issue. Neighbors are invited to send
comments concerning nuisance Airbnb properties to
Ingrassia. The Airbnb legislation is not ready for
viewing, but Ingrassia will invite Dan Iadevito and any
residents interested in presenting public testimony
before the BOA. Neighbor stopped a man in a truck
from illegally dumping at Henrietta Place and
California. Ingrassia advised him (and others) to
report this to the Refuse Division via a compliant to
the Citizens’ Services Bureau. Neighbor complained
that Spire failed to notify property owners in the 2900
block of Caroline before beginning work in the area.
Alderwoman Ingrassia asked this neighbor to contact
her as Spire is obligated to contact all property
owners prior to beginning work in each
neighborhood.
Alderwoman Marlene Davis (19th Ward) said that
neighbors should continue to direct complaints to her
and to the Citizens’ Services Bureau about tree
removal being done by an out-of-state contractor.
Forestry Division contracted this company and some
of their service has been unsatisfactory. Alderwoman
Davis said that she and Alderwoman Ingrassia are
coordinating residential/commercial developments
in the GDE and GDW neighborhoods. The 7:00 p.m.
curfew established for Terry Park is being enforced by
the police and Park Rangers on the weekends. When
the neighbors are using Terry Park special permits will
be issued allowing them longer hours of use. A
gazebo (soon to be constructed) will have electrical
outlets so that residents can play music. The
basketball courts were removed due to COVID-19
concerns, as the biggest case increases have been in
young adults ages 18 – 25 years of age.
Davis suggested that GDEA Board conduct training
session with neighbors on when to make “911-calls”
and when to make non-emergency calls (314-2311212). She opined that if 911-calls are properly
prioritized there would be less delay by the police in
responding to actual emergencies. Dan said that the
board would be willing to conduct the training.
Bernie Powderly (19th Ward Stabilization Officer)
advised neighbors that Dena Hibbard (6th Ward
Stabilization Officer) has been out of the office for a
while and is catching up on her assistance requests.
Neighborhood Organizations Reports: Tonnya Joy
(Manager Barr Library) said that the four libraries
hosting absentee in-person voting will also be
collecting mail-in absentee ballots. The reduced
library hours are still in effect due to COVID-19.
Patrons, including children ages 5-years and older,
are required to wear face masks while in the libraries.
Continued on page 5…
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GDEA October General Zoom Meeting Minutes continued…
Free face masks are still available at the libraries.
Patrons can renew their library cards at www.slpl.org.
Neighborhood Reps Reports:
Tenesha Bady (primary rep Buder Park) reported on
ongoing loitering that continues to occur after curfew
in Buder Park. Neighbors are now reporting these
nuisance activities to the police and asking that the
7:00 p.m. curfew for the park be enforced. This
nuisance loitering is ongoing for the past thirty-years
being perpetuated by former residents. A City-issued
permit is now required to congregate in Buder Park.
This requirement is being enforced by the police and
Park Rangers. Police are also issuing citations to
persons loitering in the park. Football practice by
teenagers was discontinued due to COVID-19
concerns and fights occurring among the players.
Assistance by Sergeant Douglas has effectively
reduced these nuisance activities. Tenesha pointed
out that the Quik Trip at corner of Chouteau and S.

Jefferson only has security from 11:00 p.m. – 7:00
a.m. After the shooting at this Quik Trip they should
be required to have 24-hour security. Dan said that
he will discuss this with Alderwoman Ingrassia.
Tenesha said that both the Beloved Community
United Methodist Church and Hodgen Tech Academy
are hosting weekly food pantries.
Jessica Trout (outgoing primary rep Eads Park)
thanked Jennifer Ohs and Tim Bateman for their work
on the Eads Park Committee and for organizing the
Halloween Haunted Scavenger Hunt for the
neighborhood children. Jessica said that four new
picnic tables were given to Eads Park by the City’s
Park Division and are available for use by Eads Park
residents. She encouraged the neighborhood reps to
contact her regarding “Welcome Kits” for new
residents moving into their neighborhoods.
Skylar Pritchard (primary rep Lafayette Terrance) said
that some neighborhood activities/plans are on hold

due to the pandemic, but that she is using an
assortment of free mobile apps to communicate with
her neighbors. She invited the neighborhood reps to
contact her if they would like the names of these
apps. Skylar reminded the Lafayette Terrance
residents that their polling place for the November 3rd
general election is in the Beloved Community United
Methodist Church.
Vanessa Jones (alternate rep St. Vincent Park) asked
for volunteers to serve as both the primary and
alternate reps for St. Vincent Park. She reminded
neighbors that they could access both Missouri City
and State voting information by going to Vote.gov.
She also said that person wishing to cast a “paper
ballot” in the November 3 rd general election must do
so at the Board of Elections office at 300 N. Tucker
Blvd. There is only electronic balloting being offered
at the libraries.
Next meeting: January 14, 2021 from 7-8:30pm

Updates from your
neighborhood representatives
Michael Hebron, Sr.

Michael Thornton, Jr.

St. Vincent Park Rep I
Hello Gate District East…

I want to start off with my deepest sympathy to the Gray
family in the loss of a good Neighbor, Friend and past
President of the GDEA. Henry asked me to become involved
in the Gate District East and become a member of the board
as Vice President. I jumped at the chance to be a part of the
Association and make a difference. Henry was a big part of
the Gate District East and will be missed.
The last GDEA public general meeting I decided to pull my
name from being re-elected as Vice President. I still wanted
to be an active member of the board so I volunteered to be
the primary rep for St Vincent Park. The board agreed that I
could serve as the primary rep. In January 2021 I will be
reaching out to everyone in St Vincent Park in a safe manner.
So, if you see a real TALL guy knocking on your door it will be
me. A big THANK you to the Board who behind the scenes
have worked hard putting in a lot of hours to get our
assessments in order.
My challenge to ALL OF YOU is to become more involved and
to maintain our great area called "THE GATE DISTRICT EAST."

Eads Park Rep II
Salutations,

As always, I would like to welcome any new neighbors to the Eads Park
Subdivision of the Gate District. Secondly, I would like to thank
Jessica Trout for her vision and hard work with her leadership as the
Eads Park Primary Rep. I know she will continue to do great in her new
role as Vice President. Although I will continue to serve as the Eads
Park Rep II, we would love to have someone as the Eads Park primary
representative. If you are interested, please contact anyone on the
board so that we can get you involved.
I’m very excited to see new residential development in our
neighborhood that has filled in a few more vacant lots. You can see
new modern residential builds going up at 2801 Lafayette and 2650 St.
Vincent. I’m also equally excited to see a few dilapidated vacant
homes being renovated as new permits were pulled on 2906 Park Ave.
and 2810 St. Vincent. Now we just have to get the old Garavaglia
building on Lafayette and Nebraska some much needed TLC.
We are in the holiday season, I would like to remind our friends here
to be diligent about package theft. If you are unable to collect your
package in a timely manner, reach out to one of your trusted neighbors
or use one of the locker options nearby. Don’t let the Grinch get you.
As we get more boxes from online shopping, please do the neighborly
thing and break the boxes down; the recycle dumpsters tend to fill
quickly during the holiday season.
I want to wish you and your families Happy Holidays, Merry Christmas
and have a Happy New Year!

Join your neighbors on NextDoor to keep up on what’s going
on in The Gate District and surrounding neighborhoods.
Download the app or visit www.nextdoor.com to sign up.
THE GATE GAZETTE

Search: Gate District East on Facebook to keep up on GDE
news and events, communicate with your neighbors, and to see
posts from our 6th ward NSO, Dena Hibbard.
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Gate District East Association
P.O. Box 2021
Saint Louis, MO 63158

To find out what’s happening in Gate District East, please visit our EVENTS page on
the GDEA website (https://gatedistricteast.org/2021-event-schedule.html)
or from the home page, select “GDEA Resources”, then “2021 Event Schedule”
Submissions can be sent to gatedistricteast@gmail.com to be reviewed by the board
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