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Search: Gate District East on Facebook
to keep up on GDE news and events
and communicate with your
neighbors, NSO Dena Hibbard to see
posts from our 6th Ward NSO.

Join your neighbors on
NextDoor to keep up on what’s
going on in The Gate District and
surrounding neighborhoods.
Download the app or visit
www.nextdoor.com to sign up.

THE GATE GAZETTE

MARK YOUR CALENDAR!
Next Gate District East Association (GDEA) Meeting
Wednesday, October 21, 2020
7:00 – 8:30 pm

Join us at our October Association Meeting to hear from neighborhood representatives
on what’s going on in the Gate District East and throughout the city!
This meeting will be held virtually via Zoom.
Find the registration link at www.gatedistricteast.org on the main page
* If you are unable to register because of not having a computer, please call (314) 313-0842 to receive
instructions to join by phone. Please call at least 24 hours in advance.

From the association President
Dan Iadevito
Happy fall ya’ll! I hope that this message finds you and
your family staying safe and healthy as we continue to
navigate this challenging year. My partner and I are in the
midst of “winterizing” for the year. Although it’s difficult
to see friends and family and get out like we’re
accustomed, the summer weather has allowed us to get
outside quite a bit. As the weather starts to cool down and
we prepare for winter, we’re discussing how to ensure
that we are able to continue to get exercise and maintain
our well-being. I hope that you and your family are able to
do the same.
I want to send a big Congrats to Hodgen Tech Academy on
being recognized as a 2020 Bayer School of Excellence.
Principal Kaiser, the staff, students, and the community
should be very proud of this recognition. Thank you for all
of your investment in these Scholars and our Future
Leaders!

increase in interest among residents and organizations in
Gate District East. I also understand that with some
people’s schedules that it may be a little easier.
Regardless, we may look to do hybrid meetings in the
future when we are able to meet safely in-person again,
so people can attend either way they like. We will be
holding our October meeting virtually so please plan to
attend. You can find the link on our website,
www.gatedistricteast.org.
Finally, we are excited that the 2020 assessment process
has been completed. All lot owners should have received
their assessment in the mail by now. Thank you for your
patience. As the letter states, these assessments are vital
in keeping our neighborhood growing. We hope that you
make payment right away, if you haven’t done so already.
Payment is due by November 15th.

Thank you for all you do to make Gate District East a
wonderful place to live, work, and play. If you are looking
for additional ways to get involved, I encourage you to
reach out to current GDEA Board Members. We are always
looking to continue to make our organization stronger. We
will be holding elections in October for the positions of
Secretary and Vice-President. If you are interested in
nominating yourself or someone else, please email me or
Thank you to everyone that was able to join us for our call me by October 7th. We also have Neighborhood Rep
virtual July Association Meeting and August Development positions open for St. Vincent Park and Lafayette Terrace.
Meeting. While we know it may be challenging for some
to attend meetings virtually, we have had an uptick in I hope you stay safe and well!
attendance. I believe this is somewhat attributable to the
While we are saddened by the cancelling of National Night
Out, we support keeping our communities safe from
COVID-19. We hope to see many neighbors participating
in the “Chalk the Night” activity instead. Don’t forget to
take pictures of your chalk messages and designs and post
them on Facebook and NextDoor.

Did you notice? The Gate Gazette had a makeover!
Feel free to send your comments and submissions for future editions of the
Gate Gazette to: gategazette@gmail.com
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From the 6th Ward Alderwoman
Christine Ingrassia

From the association treasurer
Rhonda Kohlman

Hi Neighbors -

Greetings to the Neighbors of Gate District East,

I hope you are all hanging in there as best as can be expected as we muddle
along under the weight of the pandemic.
If you are in need of any COVID-19 related resources, here is a list of helpful
organizations:

I hope that this newsletter finds you all well and in a healthy state of
mind. This pandemic has changed the way we live our lives. What
we thought was the normal state of being, has drastically changed;
school children learning virtually, mandatory facial coverings,
employees working from home, just to name a few.

COVID-19 Regional Response Team
www.c19rrt.org
314.221.2251

211-HELP
www.211helps.org
314.211.4357

City of St. Louis COVID-19 Information
www.stlouis-mo.gov/covid-19
314.657.1499

PrepareSTL
www.preparestl.com

The Board of Aldermen has been on summer break, due to return on
September 18th. Before we recessed, we had airport privatization before
us again - it did not pass and will not be on the November ballot. We also
voted to close the city’s Medium Security Institution on Hall Street. The
Commissioner of Corrections is due to submit his plan to accomplish this
to the Board of Aldermen no later than September 8th.
In addition to projects already underway in the Buder Park section of GDE,
work will soon begin on 6 new homes on the 2700 blocks of Hickory and
Rutger and 3 housing units on 1200 Cardinal, 3100 Hickory, and 2800
Caroline. It’s great to be able to welcome new neighbors to this area of the
neighborhood.
Finally, Buder Rec Center has now been reopened from 11am - 8pm daily
to the community with virus safety precautions in place for kids and
families. Please reach out to them if you’d like to take advantage of a safe
place for your children to spend time away from home. 314.664.0327.
For anyone interested in the reconstruction of the Compton Avenue Bridge
from Chouteau to Spruce, please check out www.ComptonBridge.com.
If you’re not voting at the polls, please remember to vote absentee in
person or mail in your ballots well before the November 3rd election. If you
have any questions, call the St. Louis City Board of Elections at
314.622.4336. They are also in great need of poll workers. If you are able
to spend the day to ensure we are all able to exercise our right to vote close
to home, please contact them.
I will be sure to keep you all updated via neighborhood meetings and the
Facebook page. As always, please keep me posted if I can be of service to
you in any way.

Property owners in the City of St. Louis
are required to maintain the tree lawn
area (area between the sidewalk and the
street) and the alley area immediately
behind their property, to the middle of
the alley.
This includes keeping these areas free of
garbage, bulk trash items, weeds, and/or
overgrown grass.
Failing to maintain these areas might
results in citations and possibly fines
from the City of St. Louis.
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The pandemic has also affected our economy, which means that even
the businesses in our neighborhood has been impacted. As stated in
a recent article on our St. Louis Government website, beginning
September 8th and remains in effect until revised, modified, or
rescinded, and remains under review continually:
“Bars, restaurants, and nightclubs shall limit their capacity to
50% of their permitted occupancy or less and shall close by
11:00 p.m.”
(https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/health/
news/covid-19-restrictions-extended-september-2020.cfm)
This has and will continue to impact the business owners within our
community, so try to support them as much and as often as you can.
The Board has been working extremely hard to secure a management
company to handle the assessment portion of the GDEA business and
we can finally say that the mission has been completed. With that
being said, we have been working in a deficit, but continuing to
provide the same services as we have in the past.
Have a Fun-Filled Fall – remember to keep your social distance and
let’s get through this pandemic TOGETHER!
ALWAYS Neighborly,
Rhonda Kohlman

Assessment Update
Please be on the lookout for your assessments. They
should be arriving in your mailboxes soon.
Let us keep in mind that the assessment fees help to cover
services like:
• Our neighborhood newsletter, “The Gate Gazette,”
which keeps our community up to date with the
neighborhood events, association meeting date and
many other interesting articles
• Our Neighborhood Night Out
• Our landscaping that keeps the common ground
groomed
Paying your assessments in a timely fashion will be greatly
appreciated. It will ensure the continual support of our
neighborhood events and activities. It will also allow the
board, as well as the community, to support new activities
to bring the neighborhood closer together.
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Gate District East Association General Zoom Meeting Minutes
July 14, 2020
Association Secretary, Theresa Hebron
Vacant Positions: Alternate rep Lafayette Terrace,
editor for the quarterly published newsletter “The
Gate Gazette” and a primary rep St. Vincent Park.
Opening Business: Dan Iadevito reviewed the
assessment process for the annual collection of fees
for private/commercial property located in the Gate
District East. The board has selected the Grier Group
Management to manage the assessment collections
based on the company’s capabilities and pricing.
Grier Group anticipates mailing the collection letters
to property owners by August 2020. The assessment
fees will be mailed to a bank that the company
contracts to manage its accounts. Assessments can
be paid by credit cards. However, if paying by credit
card expect a handling fee to be charged to the
owner’s account.
If the infection rate for COVID-19 continues, the
board anticipates holding the October general
meeting via Zoom. The board must also decide if the
annual Neighborhood Night Out can be safely held in
October 2020. Commercial and private property
development continues throughout the area. Both
Vatterott and Gladiator Homes are building singlefamily homes in Buder Park and a combo restaurant
and market is under construction on Lafayette Ave.
Old Business: Buder Rec Center Major Lyda Krewson
and Public Safety Director Judge Jimmie Edwards
updated neighbors on the unhoused residents
temporarily residing in the Buder Rec Center. All
pending issues/problems raised by the neighbors
concerning the center have been successfully
addressed. Valerie Russell, Director of Human
Services, provides weekly updates to Dan Iadevito
and Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia. The City’s goal is
to have all the residents currently being housed at the
center in permanent housing by the end of July 2020.
To address the safety concerns for the female
residents, the women sleep on the second floor and
the men sleep on the first floor. There is severalperson staff present with 24/7 onsite security. The
people have the right to say where they would like to
go. The residents are provided social services to
facilitate their move to transitional or permanent
housing. Most of the residents are in need of medical
care and are tested for the virus if they consent.
Some of the residents are employed and come and go
as their work schedule requires. Buder Rec Center is
now air conditioned, showers are renovated and an
outdoor area at the rear of the building was created
to allow the residents to be outside. Due to the
pandemic, the City was forced to create an additional
200-hundred beds to decrease the physical proximity
at the centers.
Mayor Krewson said that the City is allocating 5.4
million dollars from the CARES Act to provide rent and
mortgage assistance to Saint Louis City families in
need. City residents that qualify for the assistance will
receive three months of either rent or mortgage
assistance per application. The Mayor encouraged
City residents that need financial assistance with their
rent or mortgage to apply for the funds.
New Business: Neighborhood Aerial Surveillance
Cedric ‘C-Sharp’ Redmon presented a proposal to
neighbors, funded by Arnold Venture Foundation
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located in Texas, that would donate funding totaling
7.5 million for a three-year aerial surveillance project.
The project involves three-manned aircraft flying
over Saint Louis City neighborhoods for 8-hours a day
totaling 40-hours weekly. Those flying the aircrafts
would be working toward acquiring the hours needed
to achieve a pilot license.
Redmon envisions that the project would be based
on a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) that
currently
governs
the
aerial
surveillance
collaboration with Arnold Venture Foundation and
the Police Department of Baltimore City. According
to Redmon, the data collected by the aerial
surveillance would only be used to assist Saint Louis
City Police in solving homicides, shootings and
carjacking. The privacy of citizens would be protected
with safeguards that limit the data collected,
locations and imagery. Redmon said that while
Arnold Venture Foundation is willing to fund the pilot
program for three-years, he is asking for funding for
only a one-year trial program. Redmon said there is
no evidence that data collected via aerial surveillance
leads to an arrest. The aerial surveillance program
was created for use by the military and not for
domestic surveillance. The MOU governing the
Baltimore Police Department does not allow for
community input and Redmon could not verify if the
MOU contained any legal protections or internal or
external oversights by the Baltimore community,
Citizens Police Review Board or, the Baltimore Police
Department. Redmon said that should Saint Louis
City contract for the aerial surveillance program it
would cost the taxpayers an additional $2.5 million a
year after the initial funding period. The City is
already spending $190 million in its budget for public
safety. Residents with further questions for Redmon
should contact him on the GDE website
www.gatedistricteast.org. Dan Iadevito said that he
will send out a survey to assess neighbors’ opinions
on implementing an aerial surveillance program for
Saint Louis City.
Treasurer Report
Rhonda Kohlman was at the meeting, but she did not
provide a treasury update.
Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia Report:
Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia said that traffic
studies for Lafayette Park, Montrose and California
have been delayed by the Street Department due to
the virus and lower traffic patterns. However, the
streets remain on the Street Department’s waitlist.
Ingrassia promised to keep Dan Iadevito updated on
the progress of the traffic studies for these streets.
She said that the overgrown tree in front of Dollar
Tree is scheduled for removal on either Thursday or
Friday of this week. The Board of Public Service would
be unable to fund LED lighting for the streets
between Park and Lafayette. The 2020 budget has
already been allocated LED lighting in other areas in
the City that need it. Ingrassia said that she would ask
Saint Louis University about financing the LED
lighting. She also agreed to ask MODOT to plant trees
as a sound barrier on the land fenced off where
Highway 44 exits onto Lafayette Ave. Finally,
Alderwoman Ingrassia will provide update on Spire’s
installation schedule.

Alderwoman Marlene Davis Report: Alderwoman
Marlene Davis said that the Board of Aldermen (BOA) are
still discussing airport privatization and ward reductions.
The BOA could vote to put the ward reduction proposal
before City voters for reconsideration. Davis opined that
a revote was not necessary as City voters had already
voted on the issue. Board meetings can either be viewed
live on Zoom or later viewed on YouTube.
Neighborhood Organizations Reports:
Hodgen Tech Academy Principal Julia Kaiser was not at
the meeting and did not submit a report. Dan Iadevito
said that he would contact Julia Kaiser and inquire how
neighbors can assist the children during the upcoming
school year.
Barr Branch Library Manager Tonnya Joy said the library
had reopened and the new hours of operation are
Monday through Friday from 11am–5pm. Cabanne
Branch remains close due to building repairs. Barr is
limiting members to one-half hour of general browsing
and to one hour of computer usage. Face masks are
required for all persons over 9 years of age including the
library staff. All returned materials will be quarantined
for 72-hours before re-release to members. The library
will offer on-line member services to assist with
preparing personalized lists for ordering music, movies,
films and books. Libraries are free face masks distribution
sites (3-masks per bag). Operation Food Search is
available at only Carpenter, Julia Davis and Central
branches. Contact Barr Branch for additional information
on car pickup and walk-up services.
Police Report and Crime Statistics: Police Sergeant
Sherdon Douglas reported that twelve crimes were
committed in the Gate District East during June 2020
including (3) burglaries, (6) larcenies and (1) carjacking
occurring at the Chouteau QT when a City employee left
the engine running in his vehicle. The GDW Street Team
carried out successful drug arrests. Neighbor asked
Douglas to investigate abandoned cars in the 2600/2700
block of Park Ave. Another neighbor wanted to know
about a murder involving a 16-year old murdered in May.
[Sergeant Douglas was not aware of the murder but later
verified that a 16-year old was involved in a homicide in
the GDE on May 16, 2020].
Neighborhood Reps Reports:
Skylar Pritchard that she is excited to serve as the new
primary rep for Lafayette Terrance. She encouraged
Lafayette Terrance residents to contact her and
introduce themselves to her. Skylar’s email contact is
skyja79@gmail.com.
Tenesha Bady Buder Park Primary Rep was at the
meeting, but she did not provide a report.
Vanessa Jones St. Vincent Park Alternate Rep was at the
meeting, but she did not provide a report.
Jessica Trout Eads Park Primary Rep wants to organize a
small committee to solicit ideals for Halloween activities
for the neighborhood. She has prepared Neighborhood
Welcome Packets for new neighbors and she is willing to
share some with the other neighborhood reps. The new
“Map” outlining the boundaries for each of the four
neighborhoods that compose the Gate District East will
be able for view on the www.gatedistricteast.org
website. Sergeant Douglas agreed to increase police
patrols in the ‘hot spot’ nuisance areas within the Eads
Park neighborhood.
Next Meeting: October 21, 2020 from 7-8:30pm
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Absentee Voting
Locations
There will be four additional
locations where people can
vote absentee (using
touchscreen ONLY) for the
upcoming election:
Buder Library
4401 Hampton Avenue
Central Library
1301 Olive Street
Julia Davis Library
4415 Natural Bridge Ave
Schlafly Library
225 N. Euclid Avenue
These will be open starting on
October 12th, and going
through November 2nd
11am – 5pm (M-Tu-F-Sa) and
1 pm – 7pm (W and Th).
The usual Board of Elections
location 0f 300 N. Tucker
Boulevard will also be open
(for touchscreen and paper)
on Saturday September 22nd
from 8am – 5pm (M-F),
Saturday October 24th and 31st
from 9am – 1 pm.

From Hodgen Tech Academy
Principal, Julia Kaiser
I have some exciting news to share! Hodgen Tech has been recognized
as the 2020 Bayer School of Excellence!!!
Get your copy of the St. Louis American where this beautifully written
article is published. I want to congratulate you for the success our
Hodgen Family has earned! #TogetherWeGoFar
Or check out the article:
http://www.stlamerican.com/news/local_news/hodgen-tech-is-2020bayer-school-of-excellence-virtual-salute-to-excellence-will-beheld/article_33d2084a-f372-11ea-bdf9-a7e777c78d77.html

Updates from your
neighborhood representatives
Jessica Trout

Eads Park Representative

Stay tuned to
www.gatedistricteast.org
for updates on events as
guidance continues to
evolve on meetings and
events. You can also send
us your name, address, and
email address to
gatedistricteast@gmail.com
to receive email updates.
THE GATE GAZETTE

Happy Fall Neighbors! Our committee is working on a fun, family-friendly, Halloween scavenger hunt since we
can’t gather. Make sure you’re on our Facebook Page and get emails from the Gate District to stay up to date
with how it will work. If you’re interested in having your home’s outdoor Halloween decorations as part of the
scavenger hunt, start brainstorming now! There will be prizes for the best dressed home or business! If you
would like to donate prizes or gift cards for the winners, let us know!
Also, super exciting!!! We are getting a few picnic tables, benches, and grills at Eads Park. Through work with
Alder Ingrassia and the Parks Department, seating and grills should have already shown up! If they’re not already
in, they are on the way. We are starting with just a few while we search for folks to get involved for a park
master plan. If you’re interested and have strong opinions of what you would like to see in Eads Park to make it
a welcoming, safe space for individuals and families, please reach out to me at jtroutfsm@gmail.com!
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Americans with
Disabilities Act (ADA)
Transition Plan
The City of St. Louis is in the process of updating
their Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA)
Transition Plan. The ADA Transition Plan is a
planning document required with the passing of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 that will
guide the City in increasing accessibility throughout
the programs, services and activity offered.
A short survey has been prepared to gather
information on how residents access the programs,
services and activities throughout the City as well
as providing an opportunity to identify barriers to
access throughout the City. The survey can be
found at
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/stladasurvey.
If you would like the survey in an alternative
format please contact the Office on the Disabled at
Phone: (314) 622-3686 or TTY Phone: (314)
622-3693 or
https://www.stlouismo.gov/government/departments/humanservices/disabled-office/

From the district 3 community liaison
Officer Sherdon Douglas
The below information is an effort to heighten your security within
your yard. Please consider simple precautions as well as the
installation of more secure types of protection to safeguard your
yard and your home.
• LIGHTING – If you cannot see what is happening when you look through your
peephole or window or if you’re outdoor area remains dark at night; you are
creating hiding spaces. If you were to put security lightening near home
entrances, it improves your view of your outdoor space during nighttime
hours.
• FENCES/GATES – Installing strong fences makes it difficult to climb or break
through to prevent theft. If you have a fence up without a gate, installing a
gate is essential to let people know they are not invited in and to create
physical barrier to keep them out. You should install a gate with the hinges
placed within the yard so the pins cannot be easily removed. A simple sliding
chain is not enough for solid security. Installing a lock that requires a key or
combination would make it more difficult to open.
• SECURITY/ALARM SYSTEM – Installing security cameras, having an alarm
system on your home, and visual deterrents, such as alarm company signs,
letting passersby know you have an alarm system as well as neighborhood
watch signs. This may seem like a stretch, but thorny plants near entrances
such as gates and windows, make entering your property painful and difficult
for the criminal.
• SECURE YOUR YARD – Remember to secure belongings outside in your
yards. You should secure your ladders with chains or padlocks. If all possible
store ladders in a shed or garage. Make sure to put tools away after a day of
yard work. Use a chain or a cable to lock down your patio furniture.

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS AVAILABLE

We will be holding elections during the October GDEA Meeting for GDEA Board
positions of secretary and vice-president.
We also have open Neighborhood Representative positions for St. Vincent Park and Lafayette Terrace.
Please contact Dan Iadevito at gatedistricteast@gmail.com or (314) 313-0842 by October 7th if you would like to
nominate yourself or someone else.

Barr Branch Library Update
Branch Manager, Tonnya Joy
Happy Fall, Gate District East Residents!
The Library reopened to the public, with limited hours and services, on June 29. For the safety of
customers and staff, the following safety protocols are in place:
● Customers who are five (5) years of age and older must wear face masks while in all Library
buildings. Staff will also be wearing masks.
● Customers can browse the shelves for up to 30 minutes. Seating areas and meeting rooms
remain closed.
● Customers may use public computers for up to an hour a day.
● All returned materials are being quarantined for 96 hours (4 days). These items will remain
on your record during this time, but you will never be charged any overdue fines.

Please be a good
neighbor and pick up
after your pet.

City ordinances
require you to pick up
after your pet.

Need to renew your Library card? You can now renew your card online! To renew by email, send a
photo or PDF of your identification to customerservice@slpl.org. Cards for children under 18 can be
renewed in person or by email. Identification of the parent/guardian on the child’s account is
required. For questions concerning eligibility and borrowing privileges please call 314-241-2288.
Tonnya Joy, Branch Manager
1701 South Jefferson, (314) 771-7040
tjoy@slpl.org
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Gate District East Association (GDEA) October Meeting
Wednesday, October 21, 2020
7:00 – 8:30 pm

This meeting will be held virtually via Zoom. Find the registration link at www.gatedistricteast.org on the main page
GATE DISTRICT EAST ASSOCIATION CONTACTS
President……….……………..Dan Iadevito
314-313-0842 | dci09@att.net

Gate Gazette Editor……..…Myra Belgeri
314-517-5670 I gategazette@gmail.com
6th Ward Alderwoman…….Christine Ingrassia
314-622-3287 | ingrassiac@stlouis-mo.gov

Vice President……………….Michael Hebron, Sr
314-502-0468 | michaelhebron@kw.com

19th Ward Alderwoman…..Marlene Davis
314-680-9168 | davisma@stlouis-mo.gov

Secretary……………………...Theresa Hebron
314-776-1122 | eartousky10@att.net

6th Ward NSO………………….Dena Hibbard
314-657-1359 | hibbardd@stlouis-mo.gov

Treasurer………………….…..Rhonda Kohlman
314-504-7394 | r.kohlman2@gmail.com

19th Ward NSO……………..…Bernie Powderly
314-622-1366 | powderlyb@stlouis-mo.gov

Buder Park Rep……………..Tenesha Bady
314-641-9882 | teneshabady@gmail.com

3rd District Community Liaison…………..Police Officer Sherdon Douglas
314-444-2576 | sdouglas@slmpd.org

Buder Park Rep II…………..Steve Brown
Problem Properties Nuisance Officer….Police Officer Erin Hein
314-540-7926 | mckinneybrown@sbcglobal.net
314-444.2532 | elhein@slmpd.org
Eads Park Rep…………….....Jessica Trout
618-795-8525 | jtroutfsm09@gmail.com

State Senator 5th………….....Jamilah Nasheed
573-751-4415 | jamilah.nasheed@senate.mo.gov

Eads Park Rep II……………..Michael Thornton
314-328-1092 | eadsparkgdea@outlook.com
Lafayette Terrace Rep I….Skylar Pritchard
314-485-7399 | skyja79@gmail.com
St. Vincent Park Rep II……Vanessa Jones
314-772-2277 | vaj6@swbell.net
GDEA Website……………….www.gatedistricteast.org

State Rep 79th………………....LaKeySha Bosley
573-751-6800 | lakeysha.bosley@house.mo.gov
US Rep District 1st…………...Lacy Clay 314-367-1970
US Senator……..…………..….Josh Hawley 202-224-6154
US Senator……………….…....Roy Blunt 314-725-4484
Citizen’s Service Bureau….314-622-4800
City Hall………………………….314-622-4800

