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From the Association President, 
Henry Gray

Greetings to all the residents of the Gate 
District East Association. As with the 
official beginning of the summer season, 
everyone wants to get out and start 
getting those landscaping projects done 
for all of the summertime activities. 
Please remember these hot summer 
days can be harsh on your body. Always 
remember to hydrate yourself. 

Throughout the past several years that 
I’ve lived in the Gate District, I’ve met 
some truly wonderful Gate District 
residents. With that being said, the key 
to sustaining a lively, vibrant and closely 
connected community is the people 
itself. The Gate District has had an influx 
of new residents. Please take time out to 

get to know your new neighbors, 
welcome them to the community. Tell 
them about the meetings, the website, 
the newsletter, etc. This goes a long way 
with ensuring that our community 
continues to thrive. In my opinion (I 
might be a little biased, lol) this 
neighborhood is the best kept secret in 
the City of St. Louis. 

Since our last newsletter, there has been 
several developments within the Gate 
District area. They include the newly 
remodeled Save-A-Lot grocery store. In 
talking with the manager, this is 
apparently the first store of its kind in the 
US. He told me that eventually all of the 
store will be remodeled to look like ours. 
That’s great that this corporation would 
invest the money to remodel this store 
that was not even 5 years old. On 
another note, housing developments 
continue to be indicator that our 
neighborhood is still very much desirable 
by potential home buyers. 

At the last general meeting, we had a 
record turnout. Let’s try to make this a 
trend. I’m asking that every neighbor 
that regularly attends the meetings to try 

to get one or two of you next door 
neighbors to attend this next meeting 
and also our Neighborhood Appreciation 
Night event. 

Last but not least, I try not to clutter up 
y o u r e m a i l w i t h u n n e c e s s a r y 
information. From time to time, I will 
send out pertinent information, most 
times, forwarded to me from various City 
Officials. If a notification of a survey is 
sent out, please try to participate as 
active participation gives us a better 
understanding of what we as a 
community want. So, thanks in advance 
for your continued participation within 
the Gate District. See you at the July 
meeting.

Feel free to email me about any 
questions you may have pertaining to 
any of the above topics or even new 
topics at gatedistricteast@gmail.com.

Regards,

Henry B. Gray, Jr.
President, Gate District East Association

S a i n t  L o u i s  G a t e  D i s t r i c t  E a s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s

M A R K  Y O U R  C A L E N D A R
G A T E  D I S T R I C T  E A S T  A S S O C I A T I O N  M E E T I N G S

Wednesday, July 18th, 2018 | 7-9PM
Beloved United Methodist Church

3115 Park Avenue
Saint Louis, MO 63104

Remaining 2018 Date: October 17th

mailto:gatedistriceast@gmail.com
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Barr Branch Library
1701 South Jefferson
Saint Louis, MO 63104
(314) 771-7040
Tonnya Joy, Branch Manager

June 3 – August 4: Summer Reading Club Libraries Rock!
Children and teens are invited to join SLPL’s Summer Reading 
Club, online or in person at any St. Louis Public Library location. 
Online registration for children 13 and under must be completed 
by a parent or legal guardian. Kids and teens who read 8 books 
can win a free book, St. Louis Cardinals Baseball tickets (while 
supplies last), one coupon for the Missouri Botanical Garden 
(while supplies last), and one coupon for The Magic House (kids 
only). 
June 3 – August 4: Give Back to Reading
Adults can join in the summer reading fun too! Read 8 books—
reading aloud to a child counts too—to complete the program 
and be eligible for St. Louis Cardinals Baseball tickets (while 
supplies last). For every adult who completes the program, a 
book will be donated to a child’s home library.
July 23 – July 28: Quilter’s on the Rock exhibit
St. Alphonsus Liguori ‘Rock’ Church quilting group, Quilters of 
the Rock, will display a weeklong exhibit featuring beautiful and 
unique quilts created by members. Group members will be 
available to answer questions and demo quilting techniques. 
The exhibit is open during branch hours. 
Did you know…?
The St. Louis Public Library and Operation Food Search are 
partnering this summer to provide free meals to area children. 
Together, SLPL and OFS will provide meals to children 18 and 
under at six SLPL locations, Monday through Friday, from June 
through August. Branches providing the free summer meals are: 
Carpenter Library, Carondelet Library, Central Library, Divoll 
Library, Kingshighway Library, and Julia Davis Library. 

For more information about programs or services, call the 
branch at 314-771-7040 or visit slpl.org.

Prepare for the Polls
Primary Election 
August 7, 2018

Important Dates to Remember:
6/26 - Absentee voting begins

7/11 - Last day to register for this election *
8/1 - Last day to register an absentee ballot
8/6 - Last day to vote absentee in person

8/7 - ELECTION DAY

What’s on the primary ballot?
Collector of Revenue - City of St. Louis

License Collector - City of St. Louis
Recorder of Deeds - City of St. Louis

US Senate  |  US House
Missouri Auditor  |  MO House

Missouri Proposition A: Right to Work Referendum

* You can register to vote at the Barr Branch Library
Information gathered from, and more information available at:

https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/board-election-commissioners/
https://www.mo.gov/government/elections-and-voting/

https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page

WANTED:
Treasurer for GDEA

Duties: ensures checks & balances by signing checks after 
issued by bookkeeper and assists in preparing the annual 

contracts for the landscaping and maintenance of the public 
areas.

Email gatedistricteast@gmail.com for information or to express 
your interest.

The Gate Gazette | Dan Iadevito, Editor
314-313-0842 | dci09@att.net

From Bernie Powderly, 
19th Ward Neighborhood Stabilization Officer

Gate District West Beautification and Social event in 
Terry Park was a success. May 19th: 50 residents in 

attendance- Planted flowers in front of Terry Park sign, 
clean up of lots around park, trimmed trees in/around 
park for increased line of site for residents and police 
officers patrolling area.  Child activities included face 

painting, bubble machines, water games. 2018 
improvements to Terry Park include: LED lighting, new 

playground equipment and surface installed, and in 
process of installing new water fountain.

mailto:dci09@att.net
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/board-election-commissioners/
https://www.mo.gov/government/elections-and-voting/
https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
mailto:gatedistricteast@gmail.com
mailto:gatedistricteast@gmail.com
https://www.stlouis-mo.gov/government/departments/board-election-commissioners/
https://www.mo.gov/government/elections-and-voting/
https://ballotpedia.org/Main_Page
mailto:dci09@att.net
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Gate District East Association Meeting
April 18, 2018

By Theresa Hebron, Secretary

Opening Business:  President’s Report 
and Treasurer’s Report
Pres. Henry Gray encouraged neighbors to 
volunteer for vacant treasurer position or, for 
the Eads Park alternate rep position.  Gate 
District East account balances are as 
follows:  Checking $22,939.28, Savings 
$17,195.80, Money Market $43,747.05 and 
Certificate of Deposit $6,615.73.
 
Guest Speakers
SLMPD Police Chief John W. Hayden Jr. 
reported on the first one-hundred days in his 
new position as chief of police. Rectangle 
areas between M.L.K. Drive & West 
Florissant and Goodfellow & Vanderventer 
have majority of homicides with 137 deaths 
in 2017. Additional police units, including 
canine, assigned to those two areas.  
However, the other districts will not 
experience diminution of services. 
Immediate goal is to remove St. Louis City 
from the FBI’s “Top Five Violent Cities” list. 
Reduce violent activities in the “two 
rectangle areas” by 20 percent in 2018. 
Reduce violent activities Citywide by 10 
percent in 2018. Future goal is having all the 
crime numbers Citywide in the “Normal 
Range”. City is still short 130 police officers 
so have to prioritize activities. Salary 
increase with passage of Prop “P” will make 
it easier to retain trained police officers. 
There are now forty-five homicides, the 
same as in 2017. Drug related crimes 
account for 24 of the homicides, 6 homicides 
are domestic, 9 are personal vendettas. 
Police activities are focusing on “open air 
drug markets” and in curbing particular 
behaviors by installing mobile and license 
plate reading cameras. Captains are 
implementing “community engagement 
activities” based on particular problems in 
their areas. Duty chief positions (newly 
created) provide additional support for each 
patrol. He is utilizing the experiences of 
captains with thirty-plus years of service to 
craft solutions to mitigate violent crimes. 
Police cadets will receive 2.5 days of anti-
bias training.  Commanding officers will 
receive 4 hrs of anti-bias training annually.  
Police Chief Hayden said he believes that it 
is important for all police officers receive 
ongoing anti-bias training. Hayden 
encouraged neighbors to report police 
misconduct to new Third District Captain 
Ryan Cousins at 314-444-2597. Hayden 
promised that he would reach out to the 
community after reviewing police conduct 
during the recent protects. It is important that 
neighbors feel safe in their neighborhoods.  
He encouraged neighbors to report ongoing 
drug activity to Captain Cousins.  If possible, 
get license plate numbers and share this 
information.

Elizabeth Simmons from Great Rivers 
Greenway spoke to neighbors about the 

Chouteau Greenway transformational 
project to connect Forest Park to the Arch.  
40 people were chosen to develop dynamic 
concept plans.  The plans are on display at 
Central and Schlafly Libraries, the History 
Museum and online at 
chouteaugreenway.org to review the plans.  
Great Rivers Greenway receives its funding 
from nonprofits, public and private entities.

Neighborhood Organization Reports
Sixth Ward Neighborhood Stabilization 
Officer Dena Hibbard reported that she is 
meeting on 4/19 with apartment managers’ 
for the apartments on Park, Ohio and S. 
Jefferson.  The apartments on Ohio are 
under a nuisance order aggravated by 
frequent management changes that result in 
communication problems.
Nineteenth Ward Neighborhood Stabilization 
Officer Bernie Powderly said that the Gate 
District West Association (GDWA) now has 
thirty participating members.  The 
association is working with Saint Louis 
University (SLU) to establish beautification 
and development committees.  The GDWA 
will clean Eads Park on Saturday, May 19 for 
four hours beginning at 9:00 AM.  SLU is 
providing the food.  There will bubbles for 
the kids.
Barr Branch Library Manager Tonnya Joy 
reminded residents they are able to register 
to vote at Barr Library.  The City has only 
two summer camps with remaining 
openings.  Interested parents should access 
www.blueprint4summer.com for information 
on summer camps and activities for children.    
Barr Library will host a summer reading 
program for children from June 3 through 
August 4, 2018.  LaunchCode is 
collaborating with the St. Louis Public 
Library to introduce skills essential for 
success in programming.  The free, self-
paced curriculum is a two-month program 
available on computers at all St. Louis public 
libraries and online.  Visit launchcode.org/
discovery for additional program questions.  

Aldermen Reports
Sixth Ward Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia 
is providing 175 children with summer river 
experiences.  Some of the children will also 
participate in the City-sponsored softball and 
soccer leagues.  The passage of Board Bill 
241 allows the City to put fines owed by 
problem properties on the yearly Real Estate 
Tax Bill.  Board Bill 242 allows the City to 
hold vacant properties owner, including Paul 
McKee, accountable for derelict conditions.  
Applicants for new occupancy permits are 
receiving voter registration cards.  New 
Airbnb regulation imposes a small fee to 
register the business, and another regulation 
removes taxes from women’s hygiene 
products.  Ingrassia promised to e-mail copy 
of Airbnb regulations to Henry Gray.  The 
City residency requirement bill did not move 
forward.  Traffic balls not feasible for the 
intersection of Park and S. Compton.  One 
option under consideration is a roundabout.  
City involved in legislative process to reclaim 

rights to development at corner of Lafayette 
and Pennsylvania.  The developer has lost 
his license.  The owner of building at corner 
of Lafayette and Nebraska is in contempt.  
He had until spring 2018 to rehab or sell the 
building.  Meeting scheduled on Friday, April 
20, to discuss demolition of the building 
under the provisions of the Negligent 
Ordinance.  Board of Aldermen has 
requested audit by State Auditor that will 
take 2-3 years to complete.  State Auditor 
will present timeline and schedule of the 
audit for review by the Board of Aldermen.  
The City must pay for the audit.
Nineteenth Ward Alderwoman Marlene 
Davis reported on the ongoing development 
projects at Grand Blvd and Laclede Ave.  
SLU does not exercise total control over the 
projects; the surrounding communities will 
have some impute.  Minority construction 
participation in the projects is good, women 
construction participation is even better.  
Minority contractors will receive four million 
dollars of work from both development 
projects.  SLU is investing $50 million in its 
research lab.  The shooting at the Mood 
Lounge on Washington Ave. has sparked 
interest in the number of nightclubs opening 
in the area.  Mood Lounge forfeited its liquor 
license.  Davis said that you could not legally 
shut down a business doing something that 
the neighbors do not like.  However, you 
have to create legal remedies to address a 
problem.  She encouraged neighbors to be 
cognizant of what you are signing for when 
signing petitions.  Read each petition 
carefully before signing it.  There is a new 
barbershop on Olive and a new restaurant 
will open in the space where the Rustic Goat 
was.  Davis stressed that Saint Louis City 
needs good economic development.  She is 
putting in LED lighting throughout the entire 
Nineteenth Ward.  The City is cobbling 
together the 20% percent funding required to 
match the 80% percent funding received 
from the federal government.  Both Ingrassia 
and Davis are collaborating on raising the 
remaining funds.

Neighborhood Representatives Report
Eads Park Rep Michael Thornton 
encouraged neighbors to become block 
captains.  He is holding a neighborhood 
cleanup in June and has engaged the help 
of brightside St. Louis.  Michael is 
completing application process with 
Alderwoman Ingrassia to obtain funding for 
additional neighborhood banners for S. 
Jefferson, Compton and Park Ave.  Michael 
asked neighbors to contact him at 
eadsparkgdea@outlook.com.
St. Vincent Park Rep Dan Iadevito continues 
to solicit input for spending neighborhood 
funds.  The next Gate Gazette comes out in 
June.  He encouraged neighbors to submit 
articles to him for the publication at   
dci09@att.net.

http://www.blueprint4summer.com
mailto:eadsparkdea@outlook.com
http://www.blueprint4summer.com
mailto:eadsparkdea@outlook.com
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GATE DISTRICT EAST ASSOCIATION 
CONTACTS

President - Henry Gray
314-664-7699 | gatedistricteast@gmail.com
Vice President-Michael Hebron, Sr
314-502-0468 | michaelhebron@kw.com
Secretary - Theresa Hebron
314-776-1122 | eartousky10@att.net
Buder Park Representative - Steve Brown
314-540-7926 | 
mckinneybrown@sbcglobal.net
Buder Park Rep II-Mary Jones
314-772-1595
Eads Park Rep-Michael Thornton
314-328-1092 | eadsparkgdea@outlook.com
St. Vincent Park Rep-Dan Iadevito
314-313-0842 | dci09@att.net
St. Vincent Park Rep II-Vanessa Jones
vaj6@swbell.net
Lafayette Terrace Rep-Louis Hannegan
314-971-5129 | louishannegan@gmail.com
State Senator 5th-Jamilah Nasheed
573-751-4415

State Representative 79th-Michael Butler
573-751-6800
US Rep District 1st - Lacy Clay
314-367-1970
US Senator Claire McCaskill
314-367-1364
US Senator Roy Blunt
314-725-4484
6th Ward Aldrwmn - Christine Ingrassia
314-622-3287
19th Ward Aldrwmn - Marlene Davis
314-680-9168
NSO Dena Hibbard - 6th Ward
314-657-1359 | hibbardd@stlouis-mo.gov
NSO Bernie Powderly - 19th Ward
314-622-1366 | powderlyb@stlouis-mo.gov
Police Officer Patrick Clancy
3rd District Community Outreach Officer
314-444-2500 | pmclancy@slmpd.org
Police Officer Erin Hein
Problem Properties Nuisance Officer
314-444.2532 | elhein@slmpd.org
City Hall 314-622-4800

Gate District East Association

P.O. Box 2021

Saint Louis, MO 63158

ANNOUNCEMENT:  CALLING ALL 
GREENS

 
These items DO NOT belong in the 

recycling bins: electrical wires, 
styrofoam, electronic, yard waste, 

and rehabbing material.
 

  Plastic bags are not recyclable as 
they only clog the sorters. Gather 

your plastic bags and 
take them with you 
to the supermarket. 

All major 
supermarkets recycle 

plastic bags 
(Schnucks and 

Dierbergs). 

   

Update from Michael Thornton, Eads Park Representative: First, I would like to welcome any new Eads Park residents to the 
neighborhood. And say farewell to the residents who may have relocated out. The alley clean up has been postponed for June.   
Rescheduling TBD. Save A Lot Grocery Store on Jefferson and Lafayette was closed temporary and now is re-opened after 
renovations. I’ve been there and it looks great. Finally, a few of our residents, led by Kelli Rao have been working to turn an LRA 
vacant lot into a community garden through a partnership with Gateway Greening with supplies.    If you are interested in assisting 
with this effort and/or with an alley cleanup or if you have any questions, comments or concerns.  Please email me 
at EadsParkGDEA@outlook.com. Enjoy the summer!
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