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From the Association Vice-President, 
Michael Hebron
Hello Everyone:

First and foremost, I want to give a “BIG 
THANKS” to the board for doing a great job. 
Kudos to Dan and Jason for spear heading a 
few tasks that needed to be done and they 
have done so well.

As summer is just around the corner, and 
baseball season is full swing, I am enjoying 

seeing all the green, well-kept lawns around the 
neighborhood. Remember to stay hydrated while working outside!

With that being said, we have a few business issues at hand, and we 
need your help. We are looking to make a strong association (GDEA), 
but we need YOU, the homeowner, to be part of your neighborhood and 
have a voice and input on what goes on with the GDEA. We will have 
openings in many areas. We need a new President, plus some other 

roles on the board. Because of by-laws I am unable to become the new  
President.

Gate District East is made up of several neighborhoods. Those 
neighborhoods are: Buder Park, Eads Park, St. Vincent Park, and 
Lafayette Terrace. We are always looking for leaders in these 
neighborhoods.

It does not take but a little time to be part of the neighborhood… Join and 
have an impact on the future of the GDEA. Contact me at: 
Michaelhebron@kw.com if you have questions about how to go about 
joining the great GDEA.

There are several places to keep up on current news, updates, warnings 
and just general talk from your next-door neighbors, from across the 
street to a few blocks away… it takes a village to make this a great area.

Make sure to join us at our next meeting in July. Looking forward to 
seeing you all at the next general meeting in JULY. 

Michael Hebron 

S a i n t  L o u i s  G a t e  D i s t r i c t  E a s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s

N E X T  A S S O C I A T I O N  M E E T I N G

Wednesday, July 17th | 7-9PM
Hear from your city reps and learn about leadership positions available in the Gate 

District East Neighborhood Association.
*Meetings held at Beloved Community United Methodist Church @ 3115 Park Ave

2019 Events Calendar
Association Meeting Dates | July 17 & October 16 (Beloved Comm. Church)

Neighborhood Night Out | Tuesday, October 1 (in Eads Park)

LEADERSHIP POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Gate District East Neighborhood Association is currently seeking resident leaders for positions of: 

President, Treasurer, and Lafayette Terrace Alternate Rep. In addition, we are also seeking 
motivated individuals to join our team to assist with other projects.

We will be holding an information session sometime in July or August, date/location TBD. If you 
would like to attend this session once details are finalized, please email or call Michael Hebron to 

learn more: michaelhebron@kw.com or 314.502.0468.
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Barr Branch Library
1701 South Jefferson
Saint Louis, MO 63104
(314) 771-7040
Tonnya Joy, Branch Manager

Did you know St. Louis Public Library locations are cooling centers in the 
summer? Beat the heat and visit the Library today!

Summer Reading Club: A Universe of Stories
June 1 – August 3 | Children, Teens
Complete the Summer Reading Club with a combination of books 
(minimum 4) and activities to earn prizes, including a St. Louis Cardinals 
Baseball voucher (while supplies last). Join the Summer Reading Club 
online at slpl.org or in-person by visiting any SLPL location.

Give Back To Reading | June 1 – August 3 | Adults
Give the gift that keeps on giving…a good book. For every adult who 
completes the Summer Reading Club, a book will be donated to a child. 
Receive a St. Louis Cardinals Baseball voucher good for two tickets (while 
supplies last).

Food & Fun Club | June 3 – August 9
St. Louis Public Library and Operation Food Search are partnering together 
this summer to provide free meals to area children. Together, SLPL and 
OFS will provide meals to children 18 years old and under at three different 
SLPL locations, Monday through Friday, from June 3 through August 9.

11:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m. at Carpenter Library | 3309 S Grand Blvd. 63118, 
314-772-6586
1:00-2:00 p.m. at Central Library | 1301 Olive St. 63103, 314-241-2288
4:00-5:00 p.m. at Julia Davis Library | 4415 Natural Bridge Ave. 63115, 
314-383-3021

For more information about all the programs offered at SLPL, call the 
branch at 314-771-7040 or visit slpl.org.

Tonnya Joy
Barr Branch Manager

From Gate District Treasurer, Jason Brown

Happy Summer to all residents of the GDEA!

I have a few updates on what has been taking 
place over the past few months:
1. Obasi Enterprises is managing the landscaping 
for the next three years in the GDEA. Please pass 

along any concerns or comments you might have to me.  
2. Our contract bookkeeper resigned recently, so we have an open 
position to fill. The GDEA Board will work to hire someone new to fill this 
important role. The next few months will be spent setting up the 
information for a good transition to someone new.
3. The current balances of our accounts are as follows: Checking: 
$15,090.59; Savings: $14,228.49; Money Market: $44,052.84; CD: 
$6697.79; for a total balance of $73,371.92. These amounts afford us 
about two year’s worth of support, given our routine, annual expenses. If 
we want to go beyond basic functions like landscaping, and Neighborhood 
Night Out, we need to find a way to ensure enough revenue is received.
4. So far in 2019, we’ve received approximately $23,500.00 in funds. This 
amount is approximately $4,000.00 less than last year. The reduction in 
revenue is something that the GDEA Board is discussing, as it is a 
concern for the future success of the organization’s ability to support the 
neighborhood.
5.  I’ve served as GDEA Treasurer for the past year, and am in the process 
of transitioning out of the Board due to new commitments for my job. I will 
work with the Board during the handoff, and am planning to be involved 
with the organization moving forward. I think that concerned, aware, and 
engaged citizens are what make our neighborhood stronger, and I want to 
see that continue into the future. We have multiple positions open on the 
GDEA Board currently; something that will be a big topic at the next 
general meeting. These positions are covered by a group of engaged 
volunteers who want to see the neighborhood continue to be successful. If 
you share that same goal, I strongly encourage you to come to the next 
meeting to learn more about the open roles. You can also reach out to any 
current Board member to let your interest be known.  
Thank you to everyone who has reached out, attended meetings, or 
contributed in any of a multitude of ways over the years; I greatly 
appreciate it.

Greetings from 
Henrietta Place Garden! 

Volunteers needed! 

Please contact the 
President of the Henrietta 
Place Garden, Kelli Rao.

Several members of our 
community are interested 

in developing a community 
garden on a lot which is currently LRA 
property, 36 Henrietta Place. 

If you are interested in being a part of the 
community garden, please consider 
serving in the following ways: 

1. We are in need of a third board member 
to serve as treasurer for the garden.

2. We are in need of a combined donation 
of $40 to test the soil for lead. 

3. We are in need of at least three 
community organizations or businesses to 
indicate their written support of the garden.

4. We are in need of volunteers to work in 
other local gardens prior to establishing 
our garden. 

The above listed items are required by 
Gateway Greening in order for our garden 
to receive free supplies, discounted 
insurance, and the opportunity to purchase 
the land through their land grant program 
after our garden is well established.

We will need a donation of an IBC tote to 
hold water once planting begins in the 
Spring of 2020. Donations can be stored; 
it’s never too early to donate!

If you are interested in becoming a 
member of the garden, or if you can help, 
please contact Kelli Rao via email at 
khalliburton@gmail.com or 
kelli.rao@slps.org . 

Together, we can transform this lot into a 
beautiful shared space for our community. 
Thank you in advance for your support! 

Updates from your Neighborhood 
Representatives 

Dan Iadevito, St. Vincent Park 
Representative:

Hello to everyone in St. Vincent 
Park area of Gate District East. I 
hope everyone is enjoying their 
summer. It’s great to see the 
neighborhood coming to life and 
people out enjoying the weather!

Thank you to the St. Vincent Park 
residents who attended the Happy Hour on 5/17 at Rhone 
Rum Bar. It was great to catch up with everyone and meet 
some new neighbors. We're planning more events so 
email me if you’d like to be included @ dci09@att.net.

See you at the next association meeting!

mailto:dci09@att.net
mailto:khalliburton@gmail.com
mailto:kelli.rao@slps.org
mailto:dci09@att.net
mailto:khalliburton@gmail.com
mailto:kelli.rao@slps.org
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Gate District East 
Association 

Meeting
April 17, 2019

By Theresa Hebron, 
Secretary

Vacant Positions:  Alternate Rep for Lafayette 
Terrace, President and Treasurer are vacant. 
Neighbors in good standing will vote for 
nominated candidates at the October 2019 
general meeting.  Jessica Trout is replacing 
Michael Thornton as the primary rep for Eads 
Park.  Michael will remain as the alternate rep.  
Jessica’s confirmation as the primary rep for 
Eads Park slated for action at the July 17 
general meeting. 

Approval of minutes:  Minutes from  January 
19 meeting were approved without changes or 
corrections.        

Opening Business:  President Henry Gray 
convened the general meeting at 7:06 p.m.  
Henry announced that after six years as board 
president and four years as treasurer, he 
would be stepping down.  Henry thanked the 
neighbors for their ongoing support and 
encouraged them to consider running for GDE 
president or treasurer in the October elections.  
GDE Secretary Theresa Hebron thanked 
Henry for his service on behalf of the board 
members and the neighborhoods.  The board 
is looking for volunteers to form a nominating 
committee for the positions of president and 
treasurer.

Treasurer Report: Treasurer Jason Brown 
reported that the association has collected 
$12,000 in assessment fees as of 4/17/19.  
Some of the foliage in the planters needs to be 
replaced so he increased the landscaping 
budget. Jason reminded neighbors to contact 
him with problems with contractor’s work.  Only 
five landscapers responded to the 
association’s request for service and of those, 
only two submitted a bid. The board approved 
a 3-year contract of approximately $18,000 
annually that extends throughout the year, with 
a “claw-back clause” for work not done.  

Neighborhood Organizations Reports
Barr Branch Library Manager Tonnya Joy 
encouraged neighbors to go and see the 
Exhibit: Print to Pixels: How words changed 
the world now at Central Library until June 2.  
Barr Library is hosting ‘family night’ at Shaw’s 
Garden.  The event is free but families must 
register to attend.  St. Louis City is sponsoring 
summer camps for children.  The camps are 
free; however, families must register with the 
libraries to participate.  The camp openings 
allotted to Barr Branch are full within two days 
of opening.   

Third District Community Outreach Officer 
Gagik ‘Jack’ Khoudian introduced himself to 
the neighbors as the replacement for Officer 

Patrick Clancy, who is now a night shift 
commander on the North side of the City.  Six 
crimes were committed in the Gate District 
during the month of March 2019.  There were 
two arrests, one for carjacking and another for 
a domestic assault.  There were reports of 
stolen parts from cars including a gun.  Police 
did not receive a stolen trailer report until 
three-weeks after the theft occurred.  There 
was also a robbery during a property rehab.  
Police have no identifying information about 
another vehicle also reported stolen.  Officer 
Khoudian stressed the importance of giving the 
serial numbers, VIN numbers, license plate 
numbers, registration information and the 
make, model and color of the vehicle to the 
police when reporting car thefts.  Guns should 
never be stored in cars and keep separate 
your house keys from car keys.  Khoudian said 
neighbors should call him if they see 
something.  He cannot help if no one calls.  
Officer Khoudian is also do “lunch with a cop” 
and offered this service to Hodgen Elementary 
Principal Julia Kaiser.  Finally,  Officer 
Khoudian encouraged neighbors to download 
the SLMPD app on their smart phone as this 
allows you to do different tasks.  Officer 
Khoudian is also willing to do a safety briefing 
for the neighbors.  Neighbors can contact 
Police Officer Khoudian at 
gkhoudian@slmpd.org or 314-444-2564.

Sixth Ward Neighborhood Stabilization Officer 
Dena Hibbard said neighbors could purchase 
lock boxes for guns and other valuables from 
the Five Star Senior Center on Arsenal Street.  
Dena encouraged neighbors to contact her in 
addition to calling police about nuisance 
properties.  Dena and the police coordinate 
calls made about nuisance properties.  
Therefore, when neighbors contact both the 
police and Dena about the same nuisance 
property, the sooner it appears on the 
“nuisance property list”.  Dena advised 
neighbor witnessing property owner at St. 
Vincent and California selling drugs from lawn 
chair to get car license plate numbers (if safe 
to do so) and she will send post cards to those 
drivers letting them know that they are being 
watched.  Dena opined that sometimes the 
police officers do not always know what to do.

Hodgen Tech Academy Principal Julie Kaiser 
reported that 32% of the student body has 
increased their reading level by two or more 
grades. Kaiser is working with the pastors of 
Beloved Community Methodist Church, 
Webster Baptist Church, Spry Digital, & other 
community groups to volunteer at the school. 
The children are preparing for the MAP Tests 
and Kaiser asked if neighbors would write 
letters encouraging the students to do their 
best work. The students would like a basketball 
hoop and volunteers to water their garden 
during summer vacation.  Alderwoman Davis 
volunteered to ask SLU Nutrition students if 
they could help with watering the garden. 
Kaiser will pursue this with Davis.

Aldermen Reports
Sixth Ward Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia 
thanked neighbors for allowing her to continue 

to serve them. Neighbor asked if the “Do Not 
Block the Alley” signage by Diner’s Delight 
could be enlarged and lowered.  Dena 
promised to work with Saint Louis City about 
this. The property at the corners of Nebraska 
and Lafayette is now in Probate. The owner of 
the property, now deceased, had friends at City 
Hall. The building never sold, as the asking 
price is too high. The building is subject to the 
Demolition Ordinance once it clears Probate.  
There was a recent two-car crash on 
Lafayette. The section between S. Jefferson 
and S. Compton continues to be a problem.  
Addition of a bike lane would only add to the 
congestion. Neighbor wants flashing stop signs 
installed at Nebraska and Lafayette as a 
temporary traffic measure.  

Nineteenth Ward Alderwoman Marlene Davis 
said that new construction of $245,000 homes 
would begin on Vista Ave. The money used to 
purchase the land will benefit the 
neighborhood in a partnership with the Urban 
League. Qualified applicants can get Habitat 
for Humanity homes. There will be homeowner 
classes with structured funding provisions. 
Field’s Market is opening a store in the 1700 
block of Washington Ave and Green Leaf is 
opening a store on Tucker Blvd. Davis will take 
to Senior Pastor Green of Mount Zion Baptist 
Church about the leaning Mulberry Tree before 
it falls and damages some parked cars.  She 
will first inspect the tree.  On the 4/28 episode 
of “Shark Tank”, a 19th Ward resident will be 
soliciting funds for his business. 

Neighborhood Reps Reports
Lafayette Terrance Rep Louis Hannegan was 
unable to attend the meeting but requested 
assistance in beautifying the neighborhood. 
Louis asked neighbors to pick up trash and 
other debris when they see.  

Eads Park Rep Michael Thornton stated that 
the Eads Park neighborhood is having a yard 
sale on 4/27 from 12-3pm in Eads Park. The 
new Airbnb located in the 2800 block of Park is 
being a good neighbor.  Ingrassia reminded 
neighbors that the Board of Aldermen is 
working on new Airbnb legislation.  Michael 
said he’d refill Eads Park doggie station.

St. Vincent Park Alt Rep Vanessa Jones 
reported that St. Vincent Park is hosting a 
‘Happy Hour’ on 17 May at Rhone Rum Bar. 
The association would provide soft drinks and 
appetizers with a cash bar.  More information 
about the ‘Happy Hour’ will be in the April 
“Gate Gazette”.  Contact Dan Iadevito with 
questions, comments or suggestions.

Special Announcements 
Senior Pastor Kevin Koch of Beloved 
Community United Methodist Church 
explained to how the Joshua Partnership 
Project hopes to reduce violence and protect 
children and families in the Gate District. 
Neighbors seeking additional information 
should go to Joshuapartnership.com.      

The meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. For 
complete minutes, please visit 
www.gatedistricteast.org.

mailto:gkhoudian@slmpd.org
mailto:gkhoudian@slmpd.org
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Gate District East Association

P.O. Box 2021

Saint Louis, MO 63158

The Gate Gazette
Dan Iadevito, Editor

314-313-0842 | dci09@att.net

Search: Gate District East to keep up on GDE 
news and events and communicate with your 

neighbors, and NSO Dena Hibbard to see posts 
from our 6th Ward NSO.

Join your neighbors on Nextdoor to 
communicate, share, and keep up on what’s 

going on in The Gate District and our 
surrounding neighborhoods. Download the app 

or visit www.nextdoor.com to sign up.

Gate District East Association annual assessments were mailed on March 1st. Please take a moment to remit payment. These 
assessments provide funds that bring you the quarterly newsletter, annual night out event, landscaping and beautification of 

common spaces, and bookkeeping. Thank you in advance for your prompt payment. If you have questions about your 
assessments (accuracy of amount, past due amounts showing, etc.) please email: Jason Brown, GDE Treasurer, at 

Jbrown280@gmail.com. Assessments can be mailed to: Gate District East, PO Box 2021, Saint Louis, MO 63158
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