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Speaker: Brightside St. Louis | Join us for the final meeting of the year.

5:30-8PM | Eads Parks (Eads & California)
This is a great opportunity to meet your neighbors for an evening of
friendship and fellowship. Food and entertainment will be provided.

From Gate District Treasurer, Jason Brown
Happy Fall, neighbors! This is my last column as
Treasurer for the Gate District East Association. We will
be holding elections for at-large positions on the GDEA
Board at the October meeting, and I hope to see you
there! If you are interested in the Treasurer position,
especially what the role entails and time commitments,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me directly. I have learned a lot in
my year and a half in this position, and I think the Board has done a good
job to set up the next person in the role to be able to accomplish good
things, too. I still plan to help out during the transition period as the new
person gets up-to-speed with their responsibilities. I also plan to remain
active in the neighborhood association. Working together with everyone
who reached out during my time in this role has been appreciated, and I
am thankful for the community we have here.
Obasi Enterprises continues to do a great job with the landscaping of
common areas throughout our neighborhood. We worked directly with Mr.
Walker this year to fill in the empty planters that are around the various
dead end drives. A lot of work went into selecting and planting Missouri
natives, and we appreciate all that the Obasi team does to help keep the
neighborhood looking great. Unfortunately, back in August, shortly after
planting some new items in the planters at Rutger and South Compton,
the plants were removed completely. It is unclear to us if this was a theft,
or vandalism, but the bottom line is that the plants purchased to fill those
planters were unlawfully removed. We appreciate the neighbors who
immediately recognized this and reached out to me directly, but it would
also be appreciated if anyone with information on what happened could
come forward. Those planters will remain empty for the remainder of this
season, and the plan is to plant other items again next year. I know that
there are bigger crime issues to worry about, but the more we look out for
issues in our neighborhood, the fewer problems we’ll have moving
forward.
The GDEA Board continues to work on the process for annual
assessments for next year, and beyond. We’re starting an audit of all
accounts to ensure accuracy for billing prior to sending anything out next
year. There were multiple problems noted throughout this past year, and it
is important that all potential items be cleared up proactively. If you do
notice any issues, please reach out directly to the general GDEA email
address so that items can be addressed. Each time a home sells in the
neighborhood it impacts the accounting, and it is important that we stay on
top of those changes. - Jason

Barr Branch Library
1701 South Jefferson
Saint Louis, MO 63104
(314) 771-7040
Tonnya Joy, Branch Manager

LGBT History Month (Adults)
Oct. 1-29
Throughout the month, explore LGBT history and celebrate the
achievements of LGBT icons in an interactive display.
LEGO Club (Kids Gr K-5)
4:30-5:30 p.m.
Oct. 1 | Nov. 5 | Dec. 3
Recycled Treasures (Kids Gr K-5)
4:30-5:30 p.m.
Oct. 8 | Nov. 12 | Dec. 10
Ozobot! (Kids Gr K-5)
4:30-5:30 p.m.
Oct. 9 | Nov. 13
Tech for Tots (Preschoolers)
4:00-5:00 p.m.
Oct. 16 | Nov. 20 | Dec. 18
Sensory Playtime (Preschoolers)
10:30-11:30 a.m.
Oct. 21 | Autumn Sensory Playdough
Nov. 18 | Jell-O Bins
Dec. 16 | Crunch Box
Holiday Open House (Families)
12:00-7:00 p.m.
Dec. 11
For more information about these and other programs offered at SLPL, call
the branch at 314-771-7040 or visit slpl.org.
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Gate District East
Association
Meeting
July 17, 2019
By Theresa Hebron,
Secretary

Vacant Positions:
Primary and Alternate Rep positions for
Lafayette Terrace and GDEA Board positions
for president and treasurer are vacant.
Approval of Minutes: April 17, 2019 minutes
approved with the following changes/
corrections. Current board members on the
American Eagle Credit Union documents
Henry Gray (named president until October
2019 nominations) and Jason Brown (named
treasurer until October 2019 nominations) will
be removed effective October 2019 election.
Sec. Theresa Hebron will remain on the board
until the October 2020 election.
Neighbors in good standing approved Jessica
Trout to be the primary representative for Eads
Park. On Tuesday, July 16, 2019, Louis
Hannegan submitted his resignation as
primary rep for Lafayette Terrace.
Opening Business: Vice president Michael
Hebron convened the meeting to order at 7:09
p.m. Michael thanked the neighbors for
attending the meeting and encouraged them to
consider running for the vacant neighbor reps
and board positions at the October 2019
election. He explained to neighbors that due
to restrictions in the GDEA By-Laws he could
not run for the office of board president.
Finally, Michael asked neighbors to complete
and return the feedback form attached to the
agenda, to any neighborhood rep or board
member, by the end of the meeting.
Treasurer Report: While not in attendance at
the July meeting, Jason Brown submitted the
following report. Quote: 1. We are looking for
a new Treasurer, as well as other Board
members. Please see a current Board
member to ask for details. The upcoming
October meeting will be a key part of the
process. Being on the Board has been a good
experience for me, and I (have) learned a lot.
2. We are in the process of looking for a new
bookkeeper, or a company to manage the
assessments and records for us. Our previous
bookkeeper resigned during the past quarter.
Board members have stepped in to assume
those responsibilities in the interim. We plan to
have a new system in place by the end of this
year, in time for next year’s assessments. 3.
Deposits this quarter totaled $7,759.00, and
credits totaled $6,409.93 (landscaping, new
checks, the newsletter for the quarter). 4. For
2019, as of today, we have made $25,355.54
in deposits, and $14,519.42 in credits. We are
still spending within the budget established at
the start of the year. 5. GDEA account

balances (as of today) are Small Business
Checking: $13,490.54, Business Savings:
$14,225.83, Business Money Market:
$44,085.54, and Business 12-month CD:
$6,706.55. This amounts to $78,513.46 in our
current portfolio. If anyone has any questions,
please do not hesitate to reach out to me. Email is the best method to reach me. : End
Quote.

Neighborhood Organizations Reports

Aldermen Reports
Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia reported that
both California Street and Lafayette Ave are on
the street calming list compiled by the Street
Department. She will investigate possibility of
sound barriers for Lafayette Ave at the exit of
Highway 44. Ingrassia and Officer Khoudian
agreed to return the police camera to 3300
Rutger. The Board of Aldermen is still
processing legislation for Airbnb businesses
operating in Saint Louis City. Problems with
illegal dumping are filed with the Citizens’
Service Bureau. Officer Khoudian said that
neighbors could also contact him about
dumping problems as Police Dept. operates an
illegal dumping task force. When possible get
identifying information about the person doing
the dumping(vehicle make or model, license
plate number and photo) to assist the police in
establishing a case against the person. The
owner of derelict building at corner of
Nebraska and Lafayette is now deceased. The
Building Division hopes to encourage the wife
to sale the building. Alderwoman Ingrassia
encouraged the neighborhood association to
write a letter to the Building Division about the
condition of the building. Neighbors with
questions about specific derelict property
should contact Alderwoman Ingrassia or Dena
Hibbard.

Third District Community Outreach Officer
Gagik ‘Jack’ Khoudian reported that
aggravated assaults, domestic incidents and
vehicle thefts have increased in 2019 over
2018. Khoudian reminded neighbors to lock
cars, remove keys, guns and valuables from
cars. Police have increased number of officers
riding on bikes and on Metro buses. Paid
participation for young men ages 18–20 years
in police cadet programs have resulted in more
participants. Third District Police holding a
general meeting at the Five Star Senior Citizen
building on Arsenal on 9/12 at 7pm. Police will
give away book bags at the Concordia
Publishing House on S. Jefferson on 9/1 from
3-6pm. Khoudian fielded questions from
neighbors on police diversity training (police
receive eight-hour block of diversity training
twice a year). New recommendation calls for a
one-day diversity training. The shootout on
Pennsylvania occurred when a car was
following a person on foot. The police
apprehended the individual doing the shooting.
Police respond to calls for assistance are
number-coded from level one to four, with the
most serious calls answered first. Callers
requesting ‘less serious’ requests for service
may have to wait longer due to under-staffing
of police officers. Officer Khoudian told
neighbors to dial 911 for emergency calls, dial
314-231-1212 for non-emergency calls.
Contact 314-241-COPS and leave a recorded
message to report drug and other illegal
activity. Neighbors searching for information
regarding overall crime statistics can log onto
(http://www.slmpd.org/crime stats.shtml),
(http://www.slmpd.org/cfs.shtml) or onto (http://
www.slmpd.org/crime mapping.shtml) and, for
information about outstanding warrants log
onto Crime Stoppers at http://stlrcs.org/
1866-371-8477.

Alderwoman Marlene Davis said that the City
must do a better job controlling crime that
requires a comprehensive plan that also
addresses vacant and dilapidated properties.
New houses constructed on Park Ave are the
beneficiary of new Habitat for Humanity Bill.
The City Ordinance passed to benefit Buder
Parker will benefit Terry Park. Owners of
Hopewell House located at S. Grand and Park
Ave hope to sale the building to someone able
to rehab it. Alderwoman Davis reported that
fifty homes in the Nineteenth Ward were sold
and rehabbed. The Board of Aldermen broke
for the summer without taking final action on
legislation to put two proposed charter
changes on the ballot. One bill would keep the
number of wards and aldermen to twentyeight. An earlier voter-passed ballot reduces
the number of wards and aldermen to fourteen.
Another proposed charter change would
eliminate the City’s residency requirements for
employees. Both bills slated for reintroduced
during the September 2019 session. Board of
Aldermen approved $500,000 for a new
initiative entitled “Cease Fire” or “Cure the
Violence” program. Funding for the program is
from state and federal funds. Health care
facilities also want city government to do more
to stem the violence.

Barr Branch Library Manager Tonnya Joy said
that City public libraries waiving fees for fines
(for each food item donated) from July 1 – 31
for items that have not been lost or damaged.
City residents with valid library cards can
participate in a Cortex Innovations program
that makes free space available to them.

Sixth Ward Neighborhood Stabilization Officer
Dena Hibbard said that apartments at Park
and Ohio and S. Compton and Caroline
experienced service outage as the result Spire
working in the area. Dena said that Nineteenth
Ward Neighborhood Stabilization Officer
Bernie Powderly was unable to attend the
GDEA meeting because of meetings.
Neighborhood Reps Reports
Lafayette Terrance needs both a primary and
alternate rep.
Buder Park Alternate Rep Steve Brown asked
neighbors to install and turn on outdoor lights
on at night, as it provides more protection for
the neighborhoods. He also suggested that
Minutes are continued on page 4…
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Gate District East Association Meeting
Continued
July 17, 2019
…association should establish a committee to
encourage neighbors to engage in crime
prevention activities. Steve opined that
property taxes, water and trash rates have
increased but that the quality of City services
have not. Steve said that a church from
Oklahoma comes to the Buder Rec Center
twice a year to provide activities for the
children.
Eads Park Alternate Rep Michael Thornton
said that he and new primary rep Jessica Trout
have been introducing themselves to new
Eads Park residents. Michael said that the
Eads Park flea market scheduled for April 27
was cancelled due to heavy rains.
St. Vincent Park Primary Rep Dan Iadevito
asked neighbors to contact him about
materials for The Gate Gazette newsletter. He
reported that the GDEA Board is discussing
options on the collection of assessment fees,
use of a bookkeeper or private business to
manage fee collections and the establishment
of a CID. Alderwoman Davis said that some
banks provide fee collection services.

Guest Speakers
State Representative District 79 LaKeySha
Bosley introduced herself to the neighbors as
their newly elected representative. State Rep
Bosley said that she wants to represents all
constituents in District 79 even if they did not
vote for her. State Rep Bosley spoke about
two pending bills awaiting Governor Parsons’
signature. If signed into law, HB 692 would
double the amount paid to persons improperly
incarcerated from $18,000 to $36,000. Funds
totaling $1.6 million appropriated for stem labs
funding for food deserts in North City. Harris
State University will create and manage the
stem labs. Language added to existing
legislation that requires businesses getting
state tax credit to hire additional minority and
women contractors. Other legislation passed
expands Charter Schools and specifics
conditions for breeding animals in contained
spaces. State Rep Bosley wants to
reintroduce a City/County merger bill that
ensures Saint Louis City and County voters
control the process. She also wants to protect
the “Clean Missouri” legislation passed by
Missouri voters. State Rep Bosley sits on the
Budget Committee and wants to secure
funding for the Sheriff Dept. to assist the police
in street patrols.

Updates from your Neighborhood Reps

Dan Iadevito, St. Vincent Park Representative:
Greetings to new and old residents of St. Vincent Park. As I write
this, Jason and I just got back from breakfast with some new friends who recently
moved into St. Vincent Park earlier this year. Excited to welcome them and any other
new neighbors to Gate District East.Looking forward to seeing lots of St. Vincent
Park neighbors at the National Night Out on October 1st and the association meeting
on October 16th. Make a point to introduce yourself to our residents because that’s
one of many things that makes our neighborhood stronger. See you soon!

From Julia Kaiser,
Principal, Hodgen
Tech Academy
Dear Gate District
East Members,
We welcomed
Hodgen Tech
Academy scholars to
the 2019-2020 school year and we are in full
swing into our 5th week of instruction. Hodgen
is fully staffed with 100% certified teachers.
Scholars are excited to show their learning.
On Friday, August 23rd, Hodgen welcomed
National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency (NGA)
newest Deputy Director. Dr. Stacey A. Dixon is
the eighth Deputy Director of NGA, and the
first African American female to serve in this
role. Our 5th and 6th grade scholars listened
intently as she spoke about her passions to
diversify NGA while assisting the director in
leading the agency and in managing the
National System for Geospatial Intelligence.

Special Announcements
Patricia Heavens Kosh, wife of Rev. Kosh,
Senior Pastor, Beloved Community Methodist
Church spoke to neighbors about volunteering
as literacy tutors with Hodgen Tech Academy.
Once a perspective volunteer is cleared by the
Saint Louis Public Schools, Hodgen staff
would provide training and support. Mrs. Kosh
passed out flyers with additional information
about the program.
The Joshua Transformation Project conference
on ending violence scheduled August 9-10 in
conjunction with Harris-State Stowe University.
Conference attendees can register at Beloved
Community Methodist Church. The start time
is 10:00 a.m. for both days. Contact
conference director Pastor Richard C. Dalton
for additional information.
World Beat Music is presenting the “Chateau
Alley Series” in the alley of 2736 Lafayette
Ave. on July 30 from 7:00 p.m. until 9:00 p.m.
Neighbors are encouraged to bring their lawn
chairs, food/drink, enjoy the music, and make
new friends.
The meeting adjourned at 9:11 p.m.

Jessica Trout, Eads Park Representative:
Hello! My name is Jessica Trout and I am a new Eads Park
Representative. I moved to Eads Park in February of 2018 and
am excited to work with neighbors to make this the best place
possible. Currently, I work at Saint Louis University as the
Advocacy Coordinator. I am a social worker by training and do
community and policy work with my degree. To engage
our neighborhood more, Michael Thornton and I recently canvassed Eads Park
to invite you to the upcoming meeting and Neighborhood Night Out! We hope
to see you there. We also had neighbors sign up to be on an Eads Park
Committee to help decide how funds would be spent for the area, discuss our
hopes for the park, and provide input on neighborhood projects. If you were
not home and are interested in joining the committee, please e-mail us!

Pastor Kosh and his lovely wife, Mrs. Kosh,
have worked tirelessly to organizing volunteers
in our community to read to our scholars. We
are astounded by the amount of Gate East
community members who have volunteered to
tutor. You all are the BEST!
Hodgen scholars and staff are thankful to Ms.
Adrienne Crawford for donating a basketball
hoop to Hodgen. Scholars are learning to
work as a team, sharing responsibilities for
taking care of equipment, and are releasing
energy in a positive way!
In the coming weeks, you can look forward to
the following events:
•September 18 – Breakfast with
Grandparents
•October 1 – National Night Out &
Hodgen’s PTO Meeting
•October 21-25 – Bullying Awareness
Week
•October 25 – Trunk-or-Treat
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• October 31 – Anti-Bullying & Halloween
Parade
• November 13 – Muffins with Moms
• December 11 – Donuts with Dads
• December 19 – Hodgen’s Winter
Program
The staff of Hodgen Tech Academy recognizes
how valuable partnerships are to the success
of the school and community. We want and
need your input and participation in order to
provide the best possible education
environment for our Hodgen scholars. Please
consider ways in which you might contribute to
the school and community by contacting Ms.
Atkins, Hodgen’s Family Community
Specialist, at (314) 771-2539.
Julia Kaiser, Ed. S. | Principal
Hodgen Tech Academy
1616 California Avenue | St. Louis, MO
(314) 771-2539 | Julia.Kaiser@slps.org
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Gate District East Association
P.O. Box 2021
Saint Louis, MO 63158

GATE DISTRICT EAST ASSN CONTACTS
Vice President-Michael Hebron, Sr
314-502-0468 | michaelhebron@kw.com
Secretary - Theresa Hebron
314-776-1122 | eartousky10@att.net
Treasurer - Jason Brown
505-994-4813 | jbrown280@gmail.com
Buder Park Rep -Tenesha Bady
314-641-9882 | teneshabady@gmail.com
Buder Park Rep II - Steve Brown
314-540-7926 |
mckinneybrown@sbcglobal.net
Eads Park Rep - Jessica Trout
618-795-8525 | jtroutfsm09@gmail.com
Eads Park Rep II-Michael Thornton
314-328-1092 | eadsparkgdea@outlook.com
St. Vincent Park Rep-Dan Iadevito
314-313-0842 | dci09@att.net
St. Vincent Park Rep II-Vanessa Jones
314-772-2277 | vaj6@swbell.net
Lafayette Terrace Rep-Vacant
State Senator 5th-Jamilah Nasheed
573-751-4415

State Rep 79th-LaKeySha Bosley
573-751-6800 |
lakeysha.bosley@house.mo.gov
US Rep District 1st - Lacy Clay
314-367-1970
US Senator Josh Hawley
202-224-6154
US Senator Roy Blunt
314-725-4484
6th Ward Aldrwmn - Christine Ingrassia
314-622-3287 | ingrassiac@stlouis-mo.gov
19th Ward Aldrwmn - Marlene Davis
314-680-9168 | davisma@stlouis-mo.gov
NSO Dena Hibbard - 6th Ward
314-657-1359 | hibbardd@stlouis-mo.gov
NSO Bernie Powderly - 19th Ward
314-622-1366 | powderlyb@stlouis-mo.gov
Police Officer Gagik “Jack” Khoudian
3rd District Community Outreach Officer
314-444-2564 | gkhoudian@slmpd.org
Police Officer Erin Hein
Problem Properties Nuisance Officer
314-444.2532 | elhein@slmpd.org
City Hall
314-622-4800
Citizen’s Service Bureau
314-622-4800

Become a Volunteer
Literacy Tutor
Hodgen Tech Academy
1616 California
Tuesdays - Thursdays
12:30-3pm
Make a difference:
1 hour per week | One-on-One tutoring
No experience needed
Training & support
Contact Pat @ 314.583.6036 or email
readingbythird@gmail.com

The Gate Gazette
Dan Iadevito, Editor | 314-313-0842 |
dci09@att.net

Gate District East Association annual assessments were mailed on March 1st. Please take a moment to remit payment. These
assessments provide funds that bring you the quarterly newsletter, annual night out event, landscaping and beautification of
common spaces, and bookkeeping. Thank you in advance for your prompt payment. If you have questions about your
assessments (accuracy of amount, past due amounts showing, etc.) please email: gatedistricteast@gmail.com. Assessments can be
mailed to: Gate District East, PO Box 2021, Saint Louis, MO 63158

