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From the Association President,
Dan Iadevito

Hello Everyone:

I hope this message finds you and your family, friends 
and neighbors staying safe and healthy.

So much has changed since our last newsletter in 
December. During the holidays, I take time to slow 
down a bit and be especially grateful for those things I 

oftentimes take for granted. Well, I’ve been working especially hard right 
now to do the same. Gratitude, patience, and mindfulness help to keep me 
grounded and remind me that we will get through this unprecedented time.

Over the last several weeks, I’ve been reaching out to neighbors, friends 
and family a little more than normal. It’s important that we check in with 
those that may not have access to the information we do, or the resources 
we do, to help out. At times like this, our neighborhood can feel a little bit 
smaller, a little bit warmer, and a little bit more caring to ensure we all 
weather this storm the best we are able. I hope you’ve had a chance to do 
the same and that you’re finding your neighbors are reaching out to you. If 
you’re not finding that to be the case, I’m only a phone call away - (314) 
313-0842 and I’m happy to lend an ear.

Over the last six months, your Gate District East Board of Directors has 
been working tirelessly to research a new professional company to 
complete our assessment process. I’m excited to announce that we are 
wrapping up final conversations and hope to have that company picked 
soon. With that being said, you will notice that assessments will be a little 

later than normal this year. We are hoping to have them out in June, which 
means a due date in July. We understand your household may be 
experiencing financial difficulty so we will work with you to provide an 
extension if needed.

You’ll soon begin to see one of the recurring benefits of our assessments, 
the landscaping around the neighborhood. Many of the common spaces 
are areas Gate District East is responsible for maintaining and this annual 
landscaping is currently our biggest expenditures to keep our 
neighborhood looking beautiful! If you have any concerns about the 
landscaping, you can contact our Treasurer, Rhonda, and she will 
communicate with the company that provides this service.

Assessment funds are also used for our National Night Out event, and 
The Gate Gazette. Our hope is to use one of the upcoming neighborhood 
meetings as a strategic planning session to get your input on what you’d 
like to see happen in GDE.

It’s also inspiring to see the Neighbor Helping Neighbor initiative created 
by several GDEA board members. The hope is to ensure all neighbors 
have their needs met during this challenging time.

Springtime is considered a time of rebirth, refresh and renew. Although 
this spring is vastly different than any other, I hope you find time to reflect 
on how life has changed and what it looks like on the other side. Sending 
love and light to all our neighbors!

All the best,

S a i n t  L o u i s  G a t e  D i s t r i c t  E a s t  A s s o c i a t i o n  N e w s

2 0 2 0  C A L E N D A R  O F  E V E N T S

Neighborhood Association Meeting Dates
July 15   |   October 21

*Meetings held at Beloved Community United Methodist Church @ 3115 Park Ave

Neighborhood Night Out
Tuesday, October 6 (in Eads Park)

* Stay tuned to www.gatedistricteast.org for updates on these events as guidance 
continues to evolve on meetings and events. You can also send us your name, 

address, and email address to gatedistricteast@gmail.com to receive email updates.

Let’s share some springtime fun with our neighbors…

Find a picture you’d like to share with your neighbors. Maybe it’s your new home office, some flowers that are blooming in your 
yard, a nook of the neighborhood you found on a walk, a fun family photo, whatever you’d like to share that’s positive during 
this challenging time. Send it to gatedistricteast@gmail.com. Be sure to include your name for photo credit, a short caption, 
and make sure it’s a .jpg image and not more than 9MB. We will post photos to https://www.gatedistricteast.org/2020-
neighborly-photo-share.html as we receive them and share the link on our Facebook page. Your submission is your consent to 
post. Can’t wait to see your fun pictures!

NEIGHBORLY 
PHOTO SHARE
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G D E A  W e b s i t e  R e f r e s h

If you haven’t visited the www.gatedistricteast.org lately, it’s time to check it 
out. We’ve recently refreshed the page with easy access to:

- Previous Gate Gazette Newsletters
- Contacting the Citizens’ Service Bureau
- GDEA Alderwomen contact information
- Neighborhood Improvement Specialists information

If you have ideas about what you’d like to see, send us an email at 
gatedistricteast@gmail.com. 

Updates from your Neighborhood 
Representatives 

Jessica Trout, Eads Park Representative:

Hello Neighbors!
Spring is here!!!  I can’t wait to see more of you out 
and about to say hello. A few updates in Eads Park.  
There is a new medical marijuana dispensary on 
Lafayette, BeLeaf Medical.  They have a license from 
MO Health and Human Services and will be opening 
soon. 

The Eads Park Committee also continues to meet.  We had a meeting in 
April.  If you would like to be part of this committee, please email me at 
jtroutfsm09@gmail.com!  We are currently looking into area safety, 
welcoming new neighbors and planning a neighborhood event.  We are 
also open to suggestions on this event! 

From the Gate District East Treasurer,
Rhonda Kohlman

Happy Spring to all the Neighbors of the Gate 
District East, 
As the trees begin to bloom and the grass turns 
green, it is the time for the neighborhood to be 
cleaned. Obasi Enterprises is our landscaping 
contractor, who will continue to beautify our 

neighborhood for the next two years per the contract. Please contact the 
GDEA Board if you have any concerns or issues regarding these 
services. 
Spring also brings about the time to pay our assessments. In the past, 
you would have already received your assessment notices and payments 
would have been due this month (April); however this year the 
assessments will be mailed late due to the GDEA Board working to 
finalize a company to handle this process. Stay tuned as more 
information will be released soon. I would like for you all to be prepared, 
therefore below you will find the assessment fees for 2020:
Two Family Unit $58
Single Family Unit $57
Multi-Family Residential $29/unit
Single Family Attached $43
Vacant Residential Lot $57
Commercial Property (fee based on sq. Ft.)
These fees are a small price to pay to distribute our newsletter, have the 
common areas in the neighborhood beautified and maintained, as well as 
carry out our Annual Neighborhood Nightout just to name a few ways that 
the assessments are utilized. Year after year, the Gate District East 
Association loses revenue from unpaid assessments. In order to maintain 
the upkeep of our neighborhood and to continue bringing our neighbors 
together, it is pertinent that we receive assessment fees in a timely 
manner. Let’s keep our neighborhood informed and intact. 
I would like to end this article by asking everyone to stay safe and 
practice social distancing as we deal with this world-wide pandemic 

Always Neighborly, 
Rhonda Kohlman

Gate District East - Treasurer Tel: (314)504-7394  
E-mail: r.kohlman2@gmail.com

Wondering where your 
assessment is at? 
Keeping accurate records for almost 900 properties is a challenging job. 
That’s why the GDEA Board decided to work with a professional 
organization to handle our assessment process beginning in 2020. The 
Board has been working on this task for almost a year and is wrapping up 
conversations with the company we believe is best equipped for this task.
With that being said, the assessments are a bit delayed. Currently, we plan 
to have the contract wrapped up with the new company in April and 
assessments sent out in May/June. We will send a welcome letter to let 
residents know how the process will change. While your assessment 
amount will not change, you will now have the ability to pay your amount 
with a credit/debit card (fees will apply) via an online portal. The address 
for checks will also change. Assessments are a big part of keeping our 
neighborhood strong and help fund:
- Landscaping in common areas
- National Night Out
- Gate Gazette newsletter
- Neighborly events in sub-neighborhoods (St. Vincent, Eads, Buder, 

Lafayette Terrace)
We also welcome your ideas on what you’d like to see happen. Email your 
ideas to gatedistricteast@gmail.com.

Vanessa Jones, St. Vincent Park Rep II:

Hello Everyone,
This is a critical year to “Get Out To Vote”.   
Everything you need to know to vote – go to 
vote.org.  You have the right to vote.  If anyone tries 
to stop you, call the Election Protection Hotline at 
1-866-687-8683.
“Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the 
right to vote except the American people themselves 

and the only way they could do this is by not voting.”  Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt – 32nd President of the United States 
St. Vincent Park is looking for a primary representative due to Dan 
Iadevito becoming the president of Gate District East Association.  It is 
time for our neighbors to become more involved and keep our 
neighborhood flourishing. Hopefully, someone will step up before our 
next general meeting in July.  Looking forward to having a prosperous 
year.
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Gate District East 
Association Meeting

January 15, 2020

By Theresa Hebron, 
Secretary

Vacant Positions:  Primary and alternate rep 
positions for Lafayette Terrace and the primary rep 
position for St. Vincent Park.  

Opening Business:  Dan Iadevito opened 
meeting by introducing himself as the new GDEA 
president and Rhonda Kohlman as the new GDEA 
treasurer. Under the GDEA By-Laws the board 
voted Dan Iadevito as the new president and 
Rhonda Kohlman as the treasurer.  Both will serve 
two-year terms that expire on October 2021.  Dan 
also introduced the other members of the 
governing board and the neighborhood reps.

Dan thanked Senior Pastor Reverend Kosh and 
Reverend Dalton for allowing the organization to 
meet at the church. Dan reminded neighbors to 
bring can goods to the meeting for the church’s 
food pantry. He also thanked the neighbors for 
their continued participation in the neighborhood 
organization. Dan said that the Assessment 
Project, a review of the private/commercial 
properties throughout the Gate District East is still 
ongoing. Once the assessments are finalized it will 
be turned over to a new company to manage.

Dan reported that the revised GDEA website is 
now functional. The website features useful 
information for persons and businesses who reside 
within the four neighborhoods that comprise Gate 
District East. Dan solicited feedback from 
neighbors once they visit the website. Jason Brown 
is interested in forming a safety committee of 
neighbors working from home. Anyone interested 
on serving on the committee should contact Jason 
at jbrown280@gmail.com.  

Minutes for the GDEA general meeting of October 
16, 2019 approved without any corrections or 
amendments.

Guest Speaker
Isaiah DiLorenzo Urban League In-Kind 
Coordinator for Head Start/Early Head Start, told 
neighbors that President Lyndon Johnson had 
created Head Start and that it would celebrate its 
50th Anniversary this year.  The Urban League 
currently manages Head Start.  Under the 
program’s mandate twenty-percent of the operating 
budget must be funded from in-kind resources that 
include donations of volunteer hours, school 
supplies, diapers and other miscellaneous items.  
The Urban League is seeking volunteers to read to 
the children and to work in the garden on 
Saturdays.  If the Urban League cannot find 
sufficient volunteers to assist with these activities it 
may be forced to close the GDE Head Start 
program.  Mr. DiLorenzo said that Friendly Temple 
owns the building where the program is housed.  
The Urban League’s HR Department will perform 
background checks on any volunteers working ten 
hours a week.  All volunteers must be at least 
eighteen years of age.  Any neighbor interested in 
volunteering with the GDE Head Start program 

should contact Melanie Chambers at 
melanie@urbanleague-stl.org.

Treasurer Report: Rhonda Kohlman, introduced 
herself to the neighbors and said that she looked 
forward to serving as the new treasurer for the 
GDEA.  Rhonda said that 2020 budget reflected an 
increase in expenses from the 2019 budget, with 
the exception of the Landscaping and Maintenance 
Contract which was negotiated for two years 2019 
– 2020.  The budget expenses for the 2020 
calendar year are allocated as follows: 
Administrative:  $8,000, Newsletter:  $2,500, 
Landscaping/Maintenance:  $18,500, 
Neighborhood Related Expenses:  $5,000, Total 
2020 Expenses:  $36,020.

The GDEA finances as of December 5, 2019 are 
as follows: Business Checking:  $3,650.14, 
Savings:  $11,240.30, Money Market:  $44,219.61, 
12 Month CD:  $6,741,13, Total:  $65,851.18.

Rhonda said that she is working with Jason Brown 
(previous treasurer) and the organization’s CPA 
Cindy Fulton to ensure a smooth transition.  The 
2019 financial report would be ready to report at 
the April 2020 general meeting.  

Alderwomen Reports
Sixth Ward Alderwoman Christine Ingrassia had no 
new business to report and she addressed 
questions/complaints. A neighbor complained 
about Spire (gas company) digging a hole in the 
yard without first getting permission. Christine told 
the person to contact her at 314-622-3287 and she 
would file complaint with Tod Fagan the Spire 
community contact representative. She said that 
Spire was not returning streets to the proper level 
after work was completed. The Board of Aldermen 
will introduce legislation on January 31, that would 
require Spire to make proper fixes to the streets. 
Another problem is that Spire is not properly 
hammering the nails into the plates on the roads. If 
nails perturb from the steel plates it can result in 
damage to car tires. Officer Khoudian complained 
that his car lost a tire due to the condition of the 
street.  Christine said that Dena Hibbard (NSO) 
was continually reporting street problems to Spire.  
Christine assured neighbors that the streets of 
Montrose, California and Lafayette are on the 
City’s list to control speeding. The Street Dept was 
short two employees resulting in further delays to 
street maintenance/repair.

Officer Calabro manages the Trash Task Force and 
Dena Hibbard and Officer Khoudian report all 
dumping related problems to him. Dena Hibbard 
asked neighbors to contact her with dumping 
problems and she would coordinate with Officer 
Khoudian. Dena asked neighbors to get as much 
identifying information as possible about the culprit 
including make, color and model of the vehicle and 
the license plate number.  

Christine said that Captain Cousins was doing 
excellent work with the Police Community 
Outreach Program in the Sixth Ward. On January 
22 the Mayor’s Office is scheduled to present 
“Cure the Violence Initiative” for Saint Louis City. 
The program has proven successful in other cities; 
it also supports the work of the police officers.  
Saint Louis City is eliminating the ‘check the box’ 
on initial job applications that requires applicants to 
state prior arrest convictions. A neighbor reported 
that a carriage house was falling down into the 

alley between the 2800 block of Eads and 
Henrietta Place. Dena Hibbard told the neighbor 
that she would look into it. Christine explained that 
Saint Louis City was unwilling to spend money 
rehabbing the Buder Rec Center due to the age of 
the building. It was originally constructed in 1904 
as a swimming pool and upgrades to the building 
would be too costly. Saint Louis Public School 
Superintendent Kelvin Adams is considering 
moving after school activities for children from 
Buder Rec Center to Louverture School.    

Nineteenth Ward Alderwoman Marlene Davis was 
not at the meeting and she did not submit a report.

Neighborhood Organizations Reports
Barr Branch Library Manager Tonnya Joy reported 
that the Saint Louis Public Library and the Saint 
Louis County Library systems went ‘fine free’ 
effective January 6, 2020. She said that Barr is 
extremely busy issuing new library cards to patrons 
whose previous fines have now been waived.  
Tonnya advised neighbors that Barr would be 
closed from 2/2 – 2/17 for the installation of the 
Creative Experience digital lab, similar to the digital 
lab at Central Library. Patrons returning books or 
DVDs while Barr is closed can drop them into the 
book drop located next to the library on Lafayette. 
Tonnya provided pamphlets about the library 
sponsored events for Black History Month for 
February 2020.

Hodgen Tech Academy Principal Julie Kaiser 
boasted that the grade school now as fifty tutors 
reading with the students and their reading levels 
have increased by approximately 8 months. 
Hodgen is currently leading the other nine grade 
schools in a reading competition contest. Kaiser 
asked neighbors to write notes encouraging the 
students to excel on their upcoming MAP tests.

Third District Community Outreach Officer Gagik 
‘Jack’ Khoudian reported that end-of-year crime 
statistics for the GDEA for the years of 2018 and 
2019 show an increase in crime for  2019 in the 
following categories: total aggravated assault (39); 
total person crime (52); and total vehicle theft (22). 
Khoudian reported on crimes committed in the 
GDEA during the months of December 2019 - 
January 14, 2020. There was a robbery on 
Lafayette, the victim recovered everything except 
her cellphone and $30. A traveler staying at the 
hotel next to the gas station on Lafayette lost 
$1,500 in a robbery. A domestic dispute at 3200 
Henrietta resulted in one of the couples firing a 
shot through the door. No one was injured. Police 
Officer arrested a robber following a robbery at the 
Family Dollar Store. The store has suffered 2 - 3 
robberies in the past two months. Gun shots were 
fired at 2700 Rutgers and a shooting at 1300 Park, 
which involved a 13-year old with a gun shooting 
outdoors at 1:50 a.m. Three homicides involving an 
Airbnb. Alderwoman Ingrassia said that operators 
of Airbnb's would be charged higher property taxes 
effective 2020. Khoudian said that the road-rage 
shooting at S. Compton and Lafayette was under 
investigation. The driver of the vehicle fired upon 
was shot in both legs and is expected to recover. 
The Police Dept is experiencing a shortage of 
dispatch personnel and night dispatchers are 
collectively covering all incoming calls.

Minutes continued on page 4…
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LEADERSHIP POSITIONS AVAILABLE
Gate District East Neighborhood Association is currently seeking 

resident leaders for positions of: St. Vincent Park Rep, St. 
Vincent Park Alternate Rep, Lafayette Terrace Rep, Lafayette 

Terrace Alternate Rep, and Gate Gazette Editor.

Neighbor Reps help to represent their area of GDEA, be a liaison 
with the Board of Directors, and engage with residents. These 
positions are not a major time commitment and a great starting 

point to getting involved in the neighborhood.

The Gate Gazette Editor publishes the quarterly newsletter. This 
involved requesting content from contributors, laying out content, 

and engaging with printer for printing and distributing. 

For more details, please email gatedistricteast@gmail.com.

GDEA Neighbor Helping Neighbor Initiative
The GDEA requests your help in the “Neighbor Helping Neighbor” initiative. This 
program allows volunteers to connect with seniors residing in the Gate District. It 
will help with simple tasks in this time of the COVID-19 pandemic. Simple tasks 
comprise of such things as grocery shopping, rides to medical appointments and 
grass cutting.

If you’re interested in volunteering with the “Neighbor Helping Neighbor” 
initiative, or you could use help from a volunteer, please contact Theresa Hebron 
(GDEA Secretary) at home telephone (314) 776-1122 or email 
eartosky10@att.net. She will attempt to match volunteers and seniors residing 
on the same street whenever possible.

The GDEA appreciates your assistance with helping our seniors and at-risk 
neighbors in this time of unprecedented crisis.

From State Representative LaKeySha Bosley,
District 79

WEEKLY CAPITOL UPDATE   |   Thursday, April 9, 2020

LAWMAKERS BRIEFLY RETURN TO ENACT SPENDING 
BILL
After an extended break due to COVID-19 concerns, Missouri 
lawmakers briefly returned to the Capitol to enact a 

supplemental appropriations bill on April 8 containing $5.7 billion in spending 
authority related to the pandemic. However, only about $2.7 billion of that spending 
authority is expected to be backed up by actual dollars.
House Bill 2014 provides additional spending authority for the remainder of the 
current fiscal year, which ends June 30. Including spending for other purposes, the 
bill provides $6.32 billion in overall spending authority, about $3.1 billion of which 
has actual money behind it. The Senate approved the bill by a vote of 28-1 before 
the House of Representatives voted 147-4 to send it to the governor.
While a legislative appropriation provides the state with the legal authority to spend 
money, an appropriation doesn’t mean there will be sufficient money in the state 
treasury to cover the authorized spending. With HB 2014, lawmakers intentionally 
over-appropriated money anticipated from the recently enacted federal stimulus 
package to provide Gov. Mike Parsons with the flexibility to determine how that 
money should be allocated within yet-to-be finalized federal guidelines.
Also, some of the federal money will be used to backfill state general revenue cuts, 
particularly for colleges and universities, Parson imposed last week as state 
revenue collections slow to a trickle with much of the economy shut down due to 
the pandemic. In addition, the excess spending authority will position the 
administration to spend additional federal dollars that Congress might send to the 
states in the coming weeks.
During its brief session, the Senate also voted 27-2 to grant final passage to House 
Bill 2456, which renews until 2022 a special tax on health care providers that the 
state uses to leverage additional Medicaid money from the federal government. 
The tax was set to expire in September. The House had already approved the 
renewal bill last month.
While both chambers have scheduled upcoming procedural sessions in which few 
lawmakers will be present and no business conducted, it’s unclear when or if the 
2020 legislative will resume in earnest. The session ends May 15, but the governor 
could call lawmakers back for a special session to take care of any unfinished 
business.
573-751-6800   |   LaKeySha.Bosley@house.mo.gov

GDEA Association Meeting Minutes continued…

Khoudian said that while this could result in a slower dispatch service, 
continue to call 911 to report emergencies.Third District Outreach 
sponsoring activities for school-age children the third Monday of each 
month. Additional information will be provided at the Third District Safety 
meeting. 

Sixth Ward Neighborhood Stabilization Officer Dena Hibbard reviewed 
the Public Nuisance Ordinance #69730, Saint Louis City’s procedures for 
reporting nuisance properties. A property is placed on a nuisance 
property list if it receives more than two police reported complaints during 
a 12-month period. Dena stressed that neighbors advise her whenever 
they report a nuisance property to the police.  Dena reminded neighbors 
to provide police with the address of the nuisance property and declare 
why they are making the report (i.e.) loud music, drug selling etc. Dena 
attends all Sixth Ward meetings with the Problem Property Police Officer 
creates and maintains a nuisance property list for Sixth Ward properties.  
Dena explained that victims of domestic are not penalize for nuisance 
property calls. Use either the 911 emergency number or the 
314-231-1212 non-emergency when reporting a nuisance property to the 
police. A private nuisance case can be created for deteriorating private 
property. She remined neighbors not to leave Christmas Trees in the 
alley. The trees should be cutup and placed in the yard waste dumpster. 
Finally, Dena suggested that Marshana, the new manager for the 
apartments on Lafayette be invited as a guest speaker to a GDEA 
general meeting. She is doing an excellent job as property manager.

Neighborhood Reps Reports
Lafayette Terrance needs a primary and alternate rep.

Buder Park Primary Rep Tenesha Bady is sending thank you card to 
Cedric ‘C-sharp’ Redman for the excellent job that he did in cleaning the 
alley behind the Buder Park playground and in making some repairs to 
the playground.  People in the neighborhood are starting to use the trash 
cans.

Eads Park Primary Rep Jessica Trout was not at the meeting.  Alternate 
rep Michael Thornton said that he and Jessica would like suggestions 
from Buder Park residents as to how the annual neighborhood funds 
should be spent.  The Reps will hold a neighborhood meeting for Buder 
Park residents and an email will be forthcoming.

St. Vincent Park alternate rep Vanessa Jones had nothing to report.

Special Announcements
Reverend Dalton thanked Buder Park for the ten turkeys that were 
donated to Beloved Community Methodist Church for Thanksgiving 2019.

Meeting
The meeting was called to order at 7:05pm and closed at 8:39pm.

mailto:LaKeySha.Bosley@house.mo.gov
mailto:gatedistricteast@gmail.com
mailto:eartosky10@att.net
mailto:LaKeySha.Bosley@house.mo.gov
mailto:gatedistricteast@gmail.com
mailto:eartosky10@att.net


SPRING 2020

THE GATE GAZETTE 5

Barr Library
1701 South Jefferson
Saint Louis, MO 63104

(314) 771-7040
Tonnya Joy, Branch Manager

Did you know St. Louis Public Library (SLPL) is now 
fine-free? As of January 6, 2020, SLPL will no longer 
charge fines on late materials. Additionally, SLPL has 
erased all existing fines! Cardholders will still be 
responsible for returning items and paying for any 
lost or damaged materials.
Creative Experience at Barr Library opens March 10, 
2020! This digital makerspace, available to all ages 
for free, features 3D Printing and Modeling, a Large 
Format Printer, Virtual Reality, a Recording Room, 
and more. Whether you are a beginner or 
professional, the space provides the resources to 
create and explore a variety of digital projects. The 
only requirement to use the Creative Experience is a 
creative curiosity and a valid SLPL card. To view the 
schedule of upcoming events, visit slpl.org/creative-
experience/.
For more information about Creative Experience, to 
discuss partnerships, or to make reservations for 
large groups, contact the Manager of Digital Library 
Services at 314-539-0341 or cexp@slpl.org.

From the City of St. Louis Comptroller,
Darlene Green

Financial Position of the city as nation faces COVID-19 Pandemic
Like cities and counties across the nation, economic impacts of the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic present St. Louis with challenges 
that are unprecedented and not fully understood; yet as a city we are in a better position going into this unknown period than we have 
been in recent years.
Revenues for the city have been robust over the past few years and leading into this crisis the overall financial condition of the city was 

positive, with a projected surplus for the end of fiscal year 2020.
COVID-19 has changed all of that. The city is fortunate to have a diversified revenue stream and is less reliant on sales taxes compared to many 
municipalities in our region. Nonetheless, at this time we expect a revenue shortfall will be in the tens of millions of dollars.
It is essential that the maximum possible number of our residents and businesses qualify for federal and state direct relief benefits, which will make real 
differences for so many people in our communities.
We fully expect to recover by working together and making some hard choices.
Last week, the federal government approved a COVID-19 relief bill for $150 billion in aid for state and local government costs related to the coronavirus. The 
City of St. Louis did not qualify for direct relief from this first round relief; however, we are hopeful that the City of St. Louis will qualify for a second round of 
federal relief, and we anticipate that the City will receive a portion of the aid received by the state of Missouri.* Comptroller Green was due to speak at the 
GDEA April 15th meeting. Because of the cancellation, she agreed to provide an update on the financial position of the city in our Gate Gazette.

From Hodgen Tech Academy,
Principal Julia Kaiser

Dear Gate District East Members,
Due to the evolving coronavirus COVID-19 situation, Hodgen Tech Academy has 
transitioned to remote learning and instruction during school closures, now 
extended through the end of the school year. While academic focus will 
continue, we are committed to the safety and care of our students, families, staff, 

and community. Stay-in-the-know by checking Hodgen’s website https://www.slps.org/Domain/866.
COVID-19 FAQs: www.slps.org/covidfaqs 

FREE MEALS FOR STUDENTS: www.slps.org/meals 
ACADEMIC MATERIALS FOR FAMILIES: www.slps.org/keeponlearning 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES: www.slps.org/resources
Prior to school closing, Hodgen scholars and staff remained committed in excellence: 
After scholars completed assessments in December, we are proud to announce our average 
reading growth of 8 months. Many of our scholars have grown well over a full year in their reading. 
This growth was higher than expected since we were in session for 5 months at this time. Increasing 
reading achievement is a priority of ours at Hodgen Tech and we are blessed to have the support of 
community members who graciously sacrifice their time to tutor our scholars. Mrs. Patricia Kosh and 
Mrs. Joan Ballam have fiercely led this community mission of increasing reading levels at Hodgen. 
Both women have worked diligently to organize nearly 30 reading tutors who read one-on-one with 
over 40 scholars twice a week.  
Come check out Hodgen’s Library, a newly transformed space for learning. Dawn Hieger, from 
SPRY Digital, has passionately reorganized this space for kids to enjoy reading and engaging with 
each other. Come see this space where kids perform puppet shows, sit in comfortable, fluffy chairs, 
snuggle their favorite stuffed animals all while diving into a good book. 
On Thursday, March 5th, Hodgen’s Robotics Team, Hodgen Inventors, traveled to Jefferson City to 
compete in the 2020 State Capitol Cup Championship. Our Hodgen Inventors and their coaches: 
Hodgen’s Counselor, Ms. Vikki DeClue, and volunteers form 100 Black Men, Mr. Ben and Mrs. 
Nicole Nesbitt, worked diligently as a team and WON!  Hodgen Inventors and their coaches were 
recognized on the floor of the House of Representatives for their excellence in Robotics and Coding. 
On this very same day, Hodgen’s 4th graders competed in GeoPlunge.  GeoPlunge is a game-based 
educational program for scholars to learn geography and U.S. History. With the help of 4th grade 
teacher, Ms. McFarland, and volunteers from National Geospatial-Intelligence Agency, our 4th 
grades WON the tournament! Hodgen’s Kindergarten and 1st graders. Teachers, Ms. Strain, Ms. 
Barker, Mrs. Olney and their scholars created a Kindness video capturing ways our scholars are 
kind to each other, the community, and to the homeless. Scholars picked up trash in the 
neighborhood, made scarves for the homeless, and displayed kind acts towards their peers. 
Hodgen teachers submitted this video to St. Louis Public Schools, Love of Learning: Voices of 
Change Video Competition. They WON first place in the PreK-5th grade division of the competition. 
This sure was a winning week for Hodgen and I am truly one proud Principal.  
Please take care, and stay safe.  
Principal Julia Kaiser, Ed. S. 
Hodgen Tech Academy | 1616 California Avenue
St. Louis Public School District
Office: (314) 771-2539  | Instagram: @hodgen_tech_academy
 “When one teaches, two learn.” - Robert A. Heinlein

Stay up to date with Gate District East…

Gate District East is now sending out a once-a-
month email newsletter to keep you up to date on 
what’s going on in the neighborhood in between 
our monthly meetings.

Send your name, address, and email address to 
gatedistricteast@gmail.com to make sure you 
receive newsletters starting in May!
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Become a Volunteer Literacy Tutor
Hodgen Tech Academy

1616 California
Tuesdays - Thursdays | 12:30-3pm

Make a difference:
1 hour per week | One-on-One tutoring

No experience needed
Training & support

Contact Pat @ 314.583.6036 or email 
readingbythird@gmail.com

GATE DISTRICT EAST ASSN CONTACTS

President-Dan Iadevito
314-313-0842 | dci09@att.net
Vice President-Michael Hebron, Sr
314-502-0468 | michaelhebron@kw.com
Secretary - Theresa Hebron
314-776-1122 | eartousky10@att.net
Treasurer - Rhonda Kohlman-Bruce
314-504-7394 | r.kohlman2@gmail.com
Buder Park Rep -Tenesha Bady
314-641-9882 | teneshabady@gmail.com
Buder Park Rep II - Steve Brown
314-540-7926 | 
mckinneybrown@sbcglobal.net
Eads Park Rep - Jessica Trout
618-795-8525 | jtroutfsm09@gmail.com
Eads Park Rep II-Michael Thornton
314-328-1092 | eadsparkgdea@outlook.com
St. Vincent Park Rep-Dan Iadevito
314-313-0842 | dci09@att.net
St. Vincent Park Rep II-Vanessa Jones
314-772-2277 | vaj6@swbell.net
State Senator 5th-Jamilah Nasheed
573-751-4415

State Rep 79th-LaKeySha Bosley
573-751-6800 | 
lakeysha.bosley@house.mo.gov
US Rep District 1st - Lacy Clay
314-367-1970
US Senator Josh Hawley
202-224-6154
US Senator Roy Blunt
314-725-4484
6th Ward Aldrwmn - Christine Ingrassia
314-622-3287 | ingrassiac@stlouis-mo.gov
19th Ward Aldrwmn - Marlene Davis
314-680-9168 | davisma@stlouis-mo.gov
NSO Dena Hibbard - 6th Ward
314-657-1359 | hibbardd@stlouis-mo.gov
NSO Bernie Powderly - 19th Ward
314-622-1366 | powderlyb@stlouis-mo.gov
Police Officer Gagik “Jack” Khoudian
3rd District Community Outreach Officer
314-444-2564 | gkhoudian@slmpd.org
Police Officer Erin Hein
Problem Properties Nuisance Officer
314-444.2532 | elhein@slmpd.org
City Hall 314-622-4800
Citizen’s Service Bureau 314-622-4800

Gate District East Association

P.O. Box 2021

Saint Louis, MO 63158

The Gate Gazette
Dan Iadevito, Editor

314-313-0842 | dci09@att.netSearch: Gate District East to keep up on GDE news and 
events and communicate with your neighbors, and NSO 

Dena Hibbard to see posts from our 6th Ward NSO.

Join your neighbors on Nextdoor to keep up on 
what’s going on in The Gate District and our 

surrounding neighborhoods. Download the app or 
visit www.nextdoor.com to sign up.

Thank you to Urban League of 
Metro St. Louis

Thank you to the Urban League of Metro 
St. Louis for presenting to our January 

Association Meeting. If you’re interested 
in volunteering with the Head Start 

Program, please reach out to Melanie 
Chambers at melanie@urbanleague-

stl.org.
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